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Core Skills Analysis
Reading

¢ The 8-year-old student practiced reading and understanding the rules of the Happy Little
Dinosaurs card game, which required them to comprehend instructions and follow them
accurately.

e Through playing the game, the student likely encountered new vocabulary related to the game
mechanics or strategy, enhancing their reading skills by contextual learning.

¢ As the game involves cards with different abilities or effects, the child may have needed to
read and interpret these cards quickly during gameplay, improving their reading fluency and
comprehension.

Writing

¢ During the activity, the student may have engaged in writing tasks such as keeping track of
scores or creating their own new rules for the two-player variant of the game, enhancing their
writing skills through practical application.

¢ The child may have written down notes or strategies during gameplay, improving their ability
to express ideas clearly and concisely through written communication.

¢ By creating and explaining new rules for the game, the student practiced creative writing and
logical thinking, honing their skills in generating ideas and communicating them effectively.

Tips

To further develop reading and writing skills through engaging activities like playing card games,
consider encouraging the student to explore game guides or rulebooks independently. Encourage
them to create their own game instructions, write short stories based on game characters, or even
design their own card game. Playing games that involve storytelling or reading out loud can also be
beneficial for language development. Additionally, discussing the game mechanics and strategies
with peers or family members can enhance communication skills and critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

¢ Dinosaur Escape Board Game by Peaceable Kingdom: A cooperative board game where players
work together to help the dinosaurs escape the flowing lava.

¢ The Story of Diva and Flea by Mo Willems & Tony DiTerlizzi: A charming book about the
friendship between a small dog and a streetwise cat in Paris.

¢ Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell: A graphic novel celebrating imagination, friendship, and
creative expression as kids transform into fantasy characters in their neighborhood.
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