Built with straws and blue tack / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Math

¢ The 5-year-old student likely learned about shapes and geometry by building with straws and blue
tack, understanding concepts such as sides, angles, and vertices.

e The activity may have introduced the child to basic counting and measurement as they had to
plan and assemble their structures using specific quantities of materials.

¢ Problem-solving skills might have been enhanced through trial and error while constructing
different shapes and structures with the given materials.

¢ The child could have developed spatial reasoning by visualizing and creating 3D shapes and
structures using the straws and blue tack.

Science

¢ The student likely explored concepts of stability and balance while constructing structures with
straws and blue tack, understanding how different shapes and designs affect stability.

¢ The activity might have introduced the child to the properties of materials, such as flexibility and
rigidity, as they experimented with the straws and blue tack.

¢ The child may have learned about the concept of structures and engineering basics through
hands-on experimentation with building various designs using the materials provided.

e The activity could have sparked curiosity about gravity and forces as the student observed how
different structures behave when assembled with straws and blue tack.

Tips

Engage the child in open-ended questions while building to encourage critical thinking and creativity.
Offer challenges like 'Can you build a structure taller than this one?' or '"How can you make your design
even stronger?' This will promote problem-solving skills and foster a sense of accomplishment.

Book Recommendations

¢ Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty: A story about a young girl who dreams of becoming an
engineer and the importance of perseverance and creativity.

¢ lggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty: Follows a young boy with a passion for architecture and his
imaginative building projects.

e What Do You Do with an Idea? by Kobi Yamada: Encourages children to pursue their ideas and
dreams, nurturing creativity and innovation.
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