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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The 3-year-old has observed and differentiated between objects that sink and float, illustrating
an initial understanding of buoyancy.
Through this activity, the child has engaged in hands-on experimentation and exploration,
fostering scientific curiosity.
The student has grasped the concept of water displacement as they witness the effects of
placing toys in water.
By making predictions about which toys will float or sink and observing the outcomes, the child
is developing basic scientific inquiry skills.

Tips

Encourage the child to expand the activity by introducing different materials to test in water, such as
rocks, coins, or household items. Discuss why some objects float while others sink, prompting critical
thinking and further exploration. Enhance the learning experience by creating a simple chart or
graph to record the results of each object tested. Additionally, encourage the child to ask questions
about why certain toys behave the way they do in water, further stimulating their curiosity and
understanding of scientific principles.

Book Recommendations

Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen: A charming story that introduces the concept of
buoyancy through the tale of different animals trying to figure out who sank the boat.
Sink or Float? (Science Play!) by Nola Buck: A interactive book that engages children in
predicting and observing which objects will sink or float in water.
Floating and Sinking (My Science Library) by Rebecca Olien: An educational book that explores
the concepts of buoyancy and density through simple explanations and colorful illustrations.
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