
Natural materials / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

February 13, 2024 - Page 1 of 2

Core Skills Analysis

Art

The 1-year-old student likely explored textures by touching and feeling the natural materials such
as leaves, sticks, and rocks.
The activity could have sparked creativity as the child had the opportunity to arrange and play
with the natural materials in different ways.
The student may have also begun to learn about colors as they interacted with colorful natural
objects like flowers or colored stones.
The activity might have encouraged sensory development through the different tactile
experiences provided by the natural materials.

English

The student may have started building vocabulary by learning the names of different natural
materials like leaves, rocks, or flowers.
The activity could have created opportunities for language development through descriptive
words like 'smooth', 'rough', 'soft', etc., to describe the textures of the materials.
Listening skills may have been enhanced as the child listened to adults talk about the natural
materials and their characteristics.
The child might have also engaged in storytelling or imaginative play inspired by the natural
materials present during the activity.

Math

Through the activity, the student could have begun to understand basic math concepts such as
sorting and categorizing different types of natural materials.
Counting skills might have been encouraged as the child counted the number of leaves, rocks, or
sticks they collected.
The child may have explored concepts of size and shape by comparing large and small natural
objects or arranging materials by size.
Patterns and sequences might have been introduced informally as the child arranged natural
materials in repetitive or sequential ways.

Science

The activity likely introduced the child to the concept of observation as they looked closely at the
natural materials and their properties.
The student may have explored cause and effect relationships by experimenting with how natural
materials interact with each other (e.g., stacking rocks or dropping leaves).
Basic concepts of biology could have been introduced as the child noticed differences and
similarities between various natural objects.
The child might have begun to understand the concept of environment as they learned where the
natural materials come from and how they are part of the natural world.

Social Studies

The activity could have encouraged the child to understand the concept of community as they
interacted with nature and the natural environment.
Respect and care for the environment might have been instilled as the child learned about the
importance of preserving natural materials.
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The child could have learned about different cultures and traditions that use natural materials in
various art forms or daily life practices.
Interactions with peers during the activity might have promoted social skills like sharing, taking
turns, and collaborative play.

Tips

Engage the child in conversations about their favorite natural materials and why they like them.
Encourage them to explore more textures and shapes in nature during outdoor walks. Use natural
materials in pretend play scenarios to stimulate imagination and creativity. Create simple art projects
using natural materials as the main medium to further enhance the child's artistic expression.

Book Recommendations

Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt by Kate Messner: This book takes the reader through the
wonders of the garden, exploring the life above and below the ground, perfect for introducing
young children to the natural world.
Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert: A vibrant and colorful book that celebrates gardens of all
shapes and sizes, teaching children about different types of flowers and the beauty of nature.
We're Going on a Nature Hunt by Steve Metzger: Join in on a nature hunt adventure with lively
illustrations and rhythmic text, engaging young readers in the exploration of the natural world.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Up+in+the+Garden+and+Down+in+the+Dirt
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Planting+a+Rainbow
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=We%27re+Going+on+a+Nature+Hunt

