Exploring Science and Art: Solar Eclipse Activity for 4-Year-Olds / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

Core SKkills Analysis
Science

e The 4-year-old student learned about the concept of solar eclipses and how the moon blocks
the sun's light temporarily.

e Understanding of basic astronomy such as the position of the sun, moon, and Earth during an
eclipse.

e Development of curiosity and questioning skills about natural phenomena like eclipses.

e Potential introduction to the idea of shadows and how they change during an eclipse.

Art

e Exploration of different colors seen in the sky during the eclipse, fostering creativity and
observation skills.

e Opportunity for the child to draw or craft their interpretation of the eclipse, encouraging
artistic expression.

¢ Introduction to the concept of using various art materials to mimic the colors and shapes of
the eclipse.

e Enhancement of fine motor skills through coloring, cutting, or pasting activities related to the
eclipse.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience after watching the solar eclipse, encourage the child to
create a simple model or diorama to explain the phenomenon to someone else. This hands-on
approach can solidify the concepts learned and boost their memory retention. Additionally, engage
in discussions about other natural occurrences in the sky, sparking their interest in science and the
world around them.

Book Recommendations

e When the Sun Goes Dark by Andrew Fraknoi, Dennis Schatz, and Eric Chudler: This book
introduces young readers to solar eclipses in a simple and engaging way, explaining the
science behind the phenomenon.

e The Moon Book by Gail Gibbons: A beautifully illustrated book that teaches children about the
moon, its phases, and its relationship to the Earth and the sun.

e Mix It Up! by Hervé Tullet: An interactive book that encourages children to explore colors and
their combinations, fostering creativity and imaginative play.
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