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Core Skills Analysis
English

¢ The student practiced critical thinking and strategy when deciding which cards to play,
enhancing problem-solving skills.

¢ Reading the instructions and understanding the rules of the game improved their reading
comprehension and following instructions.

¢ Engaging in conversation with other players to form alliances or make decisions promoted
communication skills.

Math

e Counting the number of remaining cards and calculating probabilities of drawing certain cards
strengthened their math skills.

¢ Managing the cards in hand involved basic addition and subtraction, contributing to math
fluency.

¢ Understanding how various cards interact in the game introduced basic concepts of probability
and chance.

Social Studies

¢ Learning to collaborate or compete with other players demonstrated the dynamics of social
interaction and group dynamics.

¢ Understanding the game's theme and mechanics provided insight into game development and
design, a part of cultural studies.

¢ Recognizing different strategies employed by players showcased diversity in approaches,
mirroring real-world societal behaviors.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience from playing Exploding Kittens, consider introducing
variations or house rules to encourage adaptability and creativity. Encourage the student to design
their own card game or modify existing rules, fostering imagination and innovation. Additionally,
debrief after each game to reflect on strategies used and outcomes, promoting critical thinking and
analysis. Finally, encourage the student to teach the game to someone else, reinforcing
understanding and communication skills.

Book Recommendations

e Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems: A humorous and engaging book that
encourages participation and decision-making, similar to the dynamics of playing Exploding
Kittens.

e Bedtime Math: A Fun Excuse to Stay Up Late by Laura Overdeck: Combines storytelling with
math problems, promoting math skills in an interactive and entertaining way.

e Maps by Aleksandra Mizielinska & Daniel Mizielinski: Explores different cultures and geography
in an interactive format, aligning with the cultural and social studies aspects learned from the
game.
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