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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ The 6-year-old student learned about the properties of mud, including its ability to hold shape
when molded.

e They gained an understanding of the concept of mixing different materials (such as mud and
water) to create a new substance.

¢ Exploration of how sunlight and air help in the drying process of the mud bricks was observed
by the student.

e The student might have grasped the idea of sustainability and recycling through the use of
mud as a building material.

Mathematics

¢ Through measuring and shaping the mud bricks, the student practiced basic geometry and
spatial skills.

e Counting the number of mud bricks made during the activity could have reinforced simple
arithmetic.

e Comparing the sizes and shapes of the mud bricks could have introduced the concept of
sorting and classification.

¢ The process might have involved understanding basic measurement units like length and
width while making the bricks.

Engineering

The student engaged in hands-on learning about construction and building structures using

mud bricks.

¢ Exploration of stability and balance in stacking the mud bricks to avoid collapse could have
enhanced the student's engineering skills.

¢ Problem-solving skills were honed as they figured out the best way to form the bricks and
ensure they held together.

¢ Understanding the concept of load-bearing might have been introduced through creating

structures with the mud bricks.

Art

¢ Creativity was nurtured as the student experimented with different shapes and designs while
making the mud bricks.

e Exploration of texture and patterns in the mud bricks could have sparked artistic expression.

e The activity might have introduced the student to the concept of sculpture and 3D art.

¢ Color mixing could have been observed if the student added natural pigments to the mud for
decoration.

Tips

To further develop the student's learning from making mud bricks, consider incorporating lessons on
soil composition, the history of mud brick construction in different cultures, and exploring other
natural building materials like adobe or clay. Encourage the student to document their mud brick
projects through drawing, writing, or photography to enhance their observational and
communication skills.

Book Recommendations

e Mud by Mary Lyn Ray: This picture book explores the wonders of mud, inspiring children to see
the potential in earthy materials like mud for creation and fun.
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e Brick by Brick by Charles R. Smith Jr.: An engaging book that follows the journey of a
community coming together to build a school using mud bricks, highlighting teamwork and

sustainability.
¢ The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires: A story about a girl's journey to build something

extraordinary, encouraging perseverance and creativity in young readers.
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