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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Understanding the chemical properties of air dry clay and how it hardens without baking.

e Exploring the concept of clay minerals and their role in the formation of air dry clay.

e Experimenting with the porosity of air dry clay and its significance in absorbing water and
drying.

¢ Learning about the environmental impact of using air dry clay compared to traditional clay.

Art

¢ Developing fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination through molding and shaping the clay.

e Exploring creativity and imagination by sculpting various objects with air dry clay.

¢ Understanding color theory and the use of different pigments to enhance the visual appeal of
clay creations.

¢ Learning about different textures and finishes that can be achieved with air dry clay.

Tips

For continued development with air dry clay, encourage the student to experiment with different
techniques such as coil building, slab construction, and pinching to create diverse shapes and
structures. Introduce them to advanced sculpting tools and techniques like carving, modeling, and
detailing to enhance their sculpting abilities. Additionally, inspire the student to incorporate mixed
media elements like beads, wire, or paint to add unique touches to their clay projects.

Book Recommendations

e Clay Lab for Kids by Cassie Stephens: This book offers 52 fun and creative projects for children
to explore the world of clay through various hands-on activities.

e The Art of Air-Dry Clay by Sara Warber: A comprehensive guide that teaches different
techniques of working with air dry clay to create beautiful and imaginative artworks.

e 3D Art Lab for Kids by Susan Schwake: Featuring 36 kid-friendly projects, this book helps
children explore sculpture and 3D art using different materials, including air dry clay.
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