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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ The student learned about the historical background and reasons for the Embargo Act,
including its impact on American trade and relations with other countries.

¢ By engaging with the activity, the student also understood the political motivations behind the
Embargo Act and its significance in the context of the early 19th century United States.

¢ Through researching and discussing the consequences of the Embargo Act, such as the
economic struggles faced by American merchants, the student gained insight into the
complexities of international trade policies.

¢ The student may have developed critical thinking skills by evaluating the effectiveness of the
Embargo Act and its effects on different segments of society, including farmers, traders, and
foreign powers.

Tips

To further enhance understanding of historical events like the Embargo Act, encourage the student
to explore primary sources such as historical documents, letters, and newspapers from that time
period. Visiting museums or virtual exhibitions related to trade history can provide a more immersive
learning experience. Engaging in discussions or debates about trade policies and their impacts on
economies can also deepen the student's critical thinking and analytical skills.

Book Recommendations

¢ John Adams and the Embargo Act of 1807 by Ryan K. Smith: This book provides a detailed look
at John Adams' presidency and the events leading to the Embargo Act, offering insights into
the political climate of the time.

e The Barbary Pirates: The Embargo Act of 1807 and Its Impact on American Diplomacy by
Frederick C. Leiner: An engaging exploration of the impact of the Embargo Act on American
foreign policy, focusing on the challenges posed by the Barbary pirates during this period.

e Trade Troubles: Understanding the Embargo Act for Kids by Sarah A. Roberts: A kid-friendly
introduction to the Embargo Act, explaining its historical context and consequences in a clear
and accessible manner.
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