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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Understanding of balance and weight distribution by experimenting with different sizes and
lengths of sticks.

¢ Learning about natural elements like texture, color, and patterns found on different types of
sticks.

¢ Exploring the concept of physics through building structures and seeing how different
arrangements stand or fall.

¢ Developing observation skills by studying insects or small creatures that interact with or live
on the sticks.

Mathematics

¢ Practicing counting and basic arithmetic through sorting sticks based on length or thickness.

¢ Understanding geometry by creating shapes like triangles, squares, and rectangles with sticks.

¢ Introducing measurement concepts by comparing the lengths of different sticks.

¢ Enhancing problem-solving skills by figuring out how to balance longer sticks on top of smaller
ones.

Art

¢ Exploring creativity through making stick sculptures or collages.

e Experimenting with patterns and designs by arranging sticks in different ways.

¢ Learning about texture by using sticks as stamps or tools for painting.

¢ Developing fine motor skills by tying sticks together with strings or creating intricate
structures.

Tips

Engage the child in storytelling using the sticks as props to enhance language development
alongside their play. Encourage outdoor exploration to find unique sticks and introduce additional
elements like leaves or flowers. Consider introducing simple tools like glue or tape for more complex
stick creations, promoting problem-solving and resourcefulness.

Book Recommendations

¢ Stick Man by Julia Donaldson: Follow Stick Man on his adventure to find his way back home,
encountering various obstacles along the way.

¢ Not a Stick by Antoinette Portis: Join a young pig's imagination as it transforms a stick into a
variety of fantastical objects.

¢ Sticks and Stones: A Kid's Guide to Building and Exploring in the Great Outdoors by Melissa
Lennig: Discover the endless possibilities of outdoor play using natural materials like sticks and
stones, encouraging exploration and creativity.
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