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Core Skills Analysis
Physics

¢ The student learns about the basics of electrical circuits by understanding the connection
between the washing machine, power source, and the plug.

e They grasp the concept of energy transfer as they observe the electrical energy changing to
mechanical energy to operate the washing machine.

¢ Understanding the functioning of the washing machine's motor introduces them to
electromagnetism and how it converts electrical energy into mechanical motion.

* They may explore the concept of load capacity and weight distribution while loading the
laundry, connecting to principles of force and motion.

Home Economics

¢ Learning to sort laundry before putting it in the washing machine enhances their organizational
skills and teaches them the basics of laundry care.

¢ Understanding the different cycles and water temperature settings on the washing machine
introduces them to the science behind stain removal and fabric maintenance.

¢ The activity may spark an interest in the chemical composition of detergents and their role in
cleaning, linking to basic chemistry concepts.

e Taking care of the washing machine by following proper usage instructions instills a sense of
responsibility and maintenance in household appliances.

Tips

Engage the student in discussions about water conservation and energy efficiency while using the
washing machine. Encourage them to create a visual guide or infographic on laundry care tips.
Incorporate measuring and math skills by involving the student in detergent or fabric softener
quantity calculations for each load. Additionally, explore the history of washing machines and how
technology has evolved over time.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Magic School Bus Gets Cleaned Up by Joanna Cole: Join Ms. Frizzle's class as they explore
the science of cleanliness and laundry day adventures, perfect for young readers interested in
hands-on science.

e Laundry Day by Jessie Hartland: A beautifully illustrated picture book that follows a family's
laundry journey through the ages, weaving historical facts with a charming narrative.

¢ Max Cleans Up by Rosemary Wells: Follow Max's misadventures in cleaning up his toys and
helping with laundry, teaching valuable lessons in tidiness and responsibility.
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