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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

¢ The 8-year-old student learned about resource management through trading resources
effectively in the game.

¢ Understanding probabilities by strategizing optimal placement of settlements on high-
numbered hexes.

¢ Skills in counting and addition were enhanced as the player tallied up resources gained from
dice rolls.

Social Studies

¢ Learning about diplomacy and negotiation during trades and alliances with fellow players.

¢ Understanding the concept of settlements and cities as part of building a civilization.

¢ Developing geographic awareness through placing settlements on different types of terrain
tiles.

Strategy

¢ Critical thinking skills were honed by planning ahead and adapting strategies based on
opponents' moves.

e Understanding the balance between short-term gains and long-term goals in resource
management.

e Learning to prioritize development cards for strategic advantages in the game.

Tips

Encourage the child to further enhance their mathematical skills by calculating trade offers mentally.
They can also practice negotiation and critical thinking by considering alternative strategies in the
game. To deepen their understanding of the social aspects, urge them to lead group discussions
after the game to reflect on their diplomatic decisions. Additionally, exploring advanced game
strategies can help in further improving their strategic thinking abilities.

Book Recommendations

e The Settlers of Catan: The Struggle for Rome by Rebecca Gable: A children's book that dives
into the history and lore of Catan, providing a fictional take on the civilization-building aspect
of the game.

e Math Curse by Jon Scieszka: A fun and educational book that combines math concepts with
storytelling, engaging young readers in practical applications of math skills.

¢ Strategy Games by Sarah L. Schuette: An introduction to various strategic board games,
including insights on gameplay tactics and critical thinking, suitable for young gamers
interested in advancing their skills.
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