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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ The student learned about the history of the Blenko Glass Factory, including its founding and
significant milestones.

e They gained insight into the impact of the factory on the local community and economy over
the years.

¢ Understanding the historical significance of handmade glass production and its place in
American manufacturing history was a key takeaway.

e Exploring the evolution of glassmaking techniques from the past to the present provided a
valuable historical perspective.

Science

¢ Through the factory tour, the student observed the scientific principles behind glassblowing
and glass forming processes.

¢ They learned about the chemical composition of glass and how different elements produce
various colors and textures.

¢ Understanding the physics of heat and its role in shaping molten glass was a practical science
lesson.

e The student also explored the environmental aspects of glass production and its sustainability
features.

Social Studies

¢ The student gained an understanding of how artistry and craftsmanship contribute to cultural
heritage.

e Exploring the role of skilled artisans in preserving traditional craftsmanship was a social
studies highlight.

¢ Learning about the importance of supporting local industries and artisans tied into broader
social and economic contexts.

¢ The student also reflected on the cultural significance of handmade crafts in today's globalized
world.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience from the Blenko Glass Factory Tour, encourage the
student to engage in hands-on glassblowing workshops or research the history of glassmaking in
different cultures. They could also explore documentaries or virtual tours of other glass factories
worldwide to gain a broader perspective on the industry. Encouraging discussions on sustainability in
manufacturing and traditional craftsmanship versus modern techniques can spark critical thinking
and deepen their appreciation for artisanal skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Glass Universe: How the Ladies of the Harvard Observatory Took the Measure of the Stars
by Dava Sobel: Explores the important contributions of women to the field of astronomy and
science, drawing parallels to the role of skilled artisans in glassmaking.

¢ Factory Man: How One Furniture Maker Battled Offshoring, Stayed Local - and Helped Save an
American Town by Beth Macy: Shares the story of a businessman fighting to keep his furniture
factory running in the face of global challenges, resonating with the themes of local industry
and community impact explored in the Blenko Glass Factory Tour.

e The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls: A memoir depicting the author's unconventional upbringing
and her father's passion for creating elaborate glass sculptures, offering a personal narrative
on artistry and family dynamics.
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