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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Understanding the physics behind roller coasters and thrill rides can help improve knowledge
of forces and motion.

¢ Observing the design and architecture of the theme park can spark interest in engineering and
design principles.

¢ Learning about the technology behind virtual reality simulations used in certain rides can
enhance understanding of digital innovation.

e Exploring the concept of sustainability in theme park operations can raise awareness about
environmental sciences.

Math

¢ Calculating speeds and velocities of rides can reinforce mathematical concepts of speed,
distance, and time.

e Estimating wait times for rides involves practical application of time and probability
calculations.

¢ Managing a budget for meals and souvenirs at the theme park can provide real-life math
practice with money and expenses.

¢ Analyzing park maps and planning optimal routes can introduce geometric and spatial
reasoning skills.

History

¢ Exploring the historical themes of different park sections can create interest in different time
periods and cultures.

¢ Studying the evolution of amusement parks over time can offer insights into societal changes
and entertainment trends.

¢ Understanding the origins of specific rides or attractions can serve as a gateway to learning
about specific historical events or figures.

e Appreciating the preservation of heritage structures within the park can highlight the
importance of cultural conservation.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience from a theme park visit, consider tasks such as creating
a scrapbook with photos and descriptions of favorite attractions to improve writing skills. Engage in
ride-themed STEM challenges at home by designing and building mini roller coasters using everyday
materials to promote creativity and problem-solving. Research the history of famous theme parks
around the world to gain a global perspective on theme park culture and historical significance.
Finally, encourage discussions about the business aspects of theme parks, covering topics like
marketing strategies and customer experiences to develop critical thinking skills.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World 2021 by Bob Sehlinger and Len Testa: This
guidebook offers in-depth insights into the attractions, dining options, and strategies for
maximizing the Disney World experience.

¢ Roller Coasters: From Concept to Consumer by Nick Weisenberger: A detailed exploration of
the engineering and design processes involved in creating roller coasters, perfect for a
budding engineer.

e Amusement Park Science by Julia Garstecki: This book delves into the science behind theme
park attractions, explaining the physics and mechanics in an engaging and informative
manner.
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