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Core Skills Analysis

English

The student demonstrated an understanding of parody by identifying the humorous and
satirical elements in 'Eat It' by Weird Al compared to the original 'Beat It' by Michael Jackson.
Through the activity, the student practiced critical thinking skills by analyzing the lyrics and
music videos to recognize the differences in tone and message between the two songs.
The student developed their comprehension skills by summarizing the main themes of both
songs and explaining how 'Eat It' parodied 'Beat It' through clever wordplay and comedic
elements.
By engaging in this comparison activity, the student enhanced their understanding of cultural
references in music and how artists use parody as a form of artistic expression.

Tips

To further develop the student's analytical skills, encourage them to explore other parody songs and
compare them to their original versions. This can help broaden their understanding of satire and
humor in music. Additionally, encourage the student to create their own parody lyrics for a song they
enjoy, fostering creativity and writing skills.

Book Recommendations

Weird Al: The Book by Nathan Rabin: A fun and engaging biography of Weird Al Yankovic that
explores his career, music, and the art of parody. Perfect for young fans interested in the
background of parody songs like 'Eat It'.
Michael Jackson: King of Pop by Terry Collins: An illustrated biography of Michael Jackson that
delves into his life, music, and impact on pop culture. Ideal for young readers curious about the
iconic artist behind the original song 'Beat It'.
The Music of Weird Al Yankovic by Nathan Rabin: A detailed look at the music and cultural
impact of Weird Al Yankovic, providing insights into his creative process and the significance of
parody in music. Recommended for young music enthusiasts fascinated by 'Eat It' and its
relation to 'Beat It'.
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