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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Learned about the significance of Mount Rushmore as a national monument and its cultural
importance in American history.

¢ Gained insights into the lives and contributions of the four presidents represented: George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.

¢ Understood the historical context in which the monument was created, including the era of its
construction in the 1920s.

e Explored the challenges and controversies involved in the creation of Mount Rushmore and its
perception over time.

Geography

¢ Identified the geographic location of Mount Rushmore in South Dakota and its significance
within the United States.

¢ Learned about the surrounding natural environment, including the Black Hills and the
geographical features that make it a tourist attraction.

¢ Gained knowledge about the geological processes involved in the creation of the mountain and
how they shaped the monument.

e Recognized how geography influences both the visibility of the monument and its accessibility

to visitors.
Art
¢ Appreciated the artistic techniques used in the sculpture and how they were applied to create
lifelike representations of the presidents.
e Explored the role of Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor, and how his vision brought the monument
to life through art.
¢ Understood the importance of scale and proportions in sculptures, particularly in outdoor
environments.
¢ Reflected on how art can convey national identity and historical narratives, making a lasting
impact on culture.
Tips

To further explore Mount Rushmore, students can investigate the techniques used in large-scale
sculptures and compare them to other monuments around the world. Additionally, they can engage
in a creative project to design their own monument representing local history. Improving research
skills by diving deeper into the presidents' legacies can also enhance their understanding of history.
Engagement with interactive maps can help them better comprehend how geography interacts with
historical sites.

Book Recommendations

e The Story of Mount Rushmore by Patricia J. Murphy: A detailed overview of the history of Mount
Rushmore, its creation, and the lives of the four presidents depicted.

¢ If You Lived at the Time of the Great San Francisco Earthquake by Laurie Myers: Offers a
fascinating look at life in the early 1900s, providing context for understanding the time period
of Mount Rushmore's construction.

¢ Gutzon Borglum: Sculptor of Mount Rushmore by Diane White: An engaging biography of the
artist behind Mount Rushmore, ideal for young readers interested in art and history.
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