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Core Skills Analysis
Metalwork and Forging Techniques

¢ The student has grasped the basic forging techniques by shaping hot metal using hammers
and anvils.

e They have learned the importance of heat management in metalworking, understanding when
metal is malleable.

¢ The child understands the conversion of metal from its solid state to a workable form through
heating.

e They are starting to appreciate the various tools used in blacksmithing and their specific
functions.

Safety Practices in Blacksmithing

¢ The student has become aware of the critical importance of wearing protective gear during
blacksmithing.

e They have learned to identify potential hazards around the forge area and how to avoid them.

¢ The student now understands safe handling practices for hot materials and tools.

¢ They have acquired basic first aid knowledge related to minor burns and cuts.

Creativity and Design in Metal Art

¢ The student has engaged in brainstorming sessions to develop their own metal art designs.

¢ They are beginning to understand the balance between function and aesthetics in their
creations.

¢ The child has learned to visualize how different metal shapes can come together to form
artistic pieces.

¢ They have practiced patience and persistence while bringing their designs from concepts to
reality.

Tips

To further enhance their blacksmithing skills, the student could explore more advanced techniques
like pattern welding or the use of different metals. Improvements in their design process can be
achieved through experimenting with multiple prototypes and receiving constructive feedback.
Additionally, learning about the historical significance of blacksmithing in different cultures can
provide a richer context for their artistic creations.

Book Recommendations

e The Magic of Blacksmithing by Martha Simons: A fun and informative introduction to the art of
blacksmithing, designed specifically for kids.

¢ Metalwork for Children by Lisa Adams: An engaging book that guides children through safe
metalworking projects with step-by-step instructions.

¢ The Adventures of a Young Blacksmith by Tom Harris: A fictional story about a young
blacksmith, filled with fun lessons and adventures in a medieval setting.
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