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Core Skills Analysis

Spelling

Enhanced understanding of phonetics through the spelling bee competition.
Learned various spelling strategies such as breaking down words into syllables.
Developed a larger vocabulary and knowledge of word origins.

Gained confidence in public speaking through delivering words in front of judges.

Perseverance & Resilience

Gained insights into the importance of perseverance through Akeelah's journey.
Recognized that overcoming obstacles is a significant part of personal growth.
Learned to embrace failures as stepping stones toward success.

Understood the role of support from family and community in achieving goals.

Cultural Awareness

Increased understanding of diverse backgrounds through Akeelah's experiences.
Learned the significance of community pride and cultural representation.

e Appreciated different perspectives on education and talent.

Recognized the importance of mentorship and guidance in personal development.

Tips

Consider exploring more about the origins of the words learned in the spelling bee to enhance
vocabulary further. Additionally, engaging in a local spelling bee competition could provide real-world
experience and boost confidence in public speaking. Encourage connecting with community leaders to
foster a sense of cultural pride and support for personal achievements.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Sentence Is Death by Anthony Horowitz: A thrilling mystery that teaches the importance of
language and communication skills, showcasing the power of words.

e Akeelah and the Bee: The Official Movie Tie-in Novel by Katherine Paterson: A novelization of the
movie that deepens understanding of Akeelah's character and her journey through the spelling
bee.

¢ Spelling Bee: A Novel by Deborah Garrison: Follows the experiences of a young girl in a spelling
bee, emphasizing themes of perseverance and self-discovery.
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