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Core Skills Analysis

Literature

Students identified key themes within "Hansel and Gretel," such as the importance of family
and the consequences of greed.
Analyzed character motivations, particularly why Hansel and Gretel ventured into the forest
despite the dangers.
Explored narrative structure by discussing the beginning (setting the scene), middle (conflict),
and end (resolution) of the story.
Discussed the symbolism of the gingerbread house and its representation of temptation and
danger.

Morality

Engaged in discussions about ethical dilemmas faced by the characters, particularly regarding
trust and deception.
Reflected on the moral lessons present in the story, such as the importance of cunning and
resourcefulness in difficult situations.
Examined the consequences of the parents’ actions and their impact on the children's survival.
Debated the idea of justice depicted in the story—who was right or wrong, and how actions
lead to outcomes.

Environmental Awareness

Investigated the natural setting of the forest and its potential dangers, connecting this to real-
world environmental hazards.
Discussed the concept of survival in nature, including how Hansel and Gretel used their
surroundings to their advantage.
Considered the impact of human actions on nature, particularly through the lens of the witch's
exploitation of the forest's resources.
Analyzed the act of foraging for food in the wild and the importance of sustainability.

Tips

To further explore the themes of 'Hansel and Gretel,' students could compare and contrast this tale
with other fairy tales that involve similar challenges and moral lessons. They might also improve
their critical thinking by discussing contemporary issues through the lens of this story, such as family
dynamics and societal pressures. Engaging in creative projects where students rewrite the story with
a modern twist could also enhance their understanding and application of its themes.

Book Recommendations

The Complete Fairy Tales by Brothers Grimm: A collection of classic fairy tales by the Brothers
Grimm, including 'Hansel and Gretel,' which provides insight into the traditional narrative
styles and moral lessons of their stories.
Hansel and Gretel: A Fairy Tale with a Modern Twist by Louise Brown: A retelling of the classic
story that introduces contemporary themes and characters, making it relatable for today's
readers while retaining the original's essence.
The Witch's Guide to Cooking with Children by White, Miss: A whimsical and humorous take on
the classic tale, this book delves into the perspective of the witch, providing an alternate view
and encouraging readers to think critically about character motivations.
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