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Core Skills Analysis

Art and Craft

The student learned about the basic techniques of forming shapes with air dry clay through the
pinch pot method.
They developed their fine motor skills by manipulating the clay to create different textures and
details on their fish.
The process of painting the clay fish allowed the student to understand color theory, such as
color mixing and the effects of various painting techniques.
Sealing the finished product taught the student about the importance of preservation and how
protective coatings affect the durability and appearance of artwork.

Science

The student observed the physical properties of air dry clay, noting how it changes texture and
hardness as it dries.
They learned about the importance of using a sealant and how it creates a barrier between the
artwork and environmental factors, thus extending its lifespan.
The activity encouraged exploration of the concept of craftsmanship, emphasizing how careful
handling of materials impacts the final outcome.
Understanding the chemical process involved in the drying and sealing of clay helps connect
the dots between art and basic scientific principles.

Mathematics

The student practiced measurement skills by estimating and dividing the clay into sections for
the fish body and fins.
They used spatial reasoning to envision the three-dimensional shape of the fish and how
different parts are proportionate to each other.
The project involved repetitive patterns and symmetry, enhancing their understanding of basic
geometric concepts.
Calculating the amount of paint and sealant needed for the project introduced practical
applications of addition and volume.

Tips

To further enhance their skills, the student could explore various clay techniques such as coiling or
slab building for different aquatic creatures. They might experiment with different types of paints
and finishes to see how they affect the overall aesthetic of their artwork. Additionally, integrating
storytelling by creating backstories for their fish could make the project more engaging and
imaginative.

Book Recommendations

The Art Treasury by Angela Wilks: This book introduces children to various art techniques
through engaging activities, including clay modeling.
Clay Play: Making Fun Projects with Air-Dry Clay by Kathy Ross: A fun-filled book offering tons
of creative ideas for projects using air-dry clay.
Creating with Clay by Sheila McGraw: A child-friendly guide that provides step-by-step
instructions on various clay projects, including pinch pots.
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