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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Understood how cats' eyes are designed to see in low light conditions, which helps them hunt
at night.
Learned about the reflective layer behind a cat's retina called the tapetum lucidum, which
enhances their night vision.
Recognized that cats have a wider field of view compared to humans, allowing them to detect
movement in the dark more effectively.
Explored why cats' night vision is an adaptation that plays a crucial role in their survival as
predators.

Animals

Identified cats as nocturnal animals that are more active during the night due to their vision
abilities.
Discussed different types of cats and how their night vision might vary, including domestic cats
versus wild ones.
Learned about the hunting habits of cats and how their vision helps them catch prey at night.
Explored the differences between cat and human eyes, particularly in terms of the need for
night vision.

Tips

To further enhance learning, the student could explore how other animals see at night and compare
them to cats. Activities like observing pets in low light conditions or discussing how nighttime affects
animal behavior could spark curiosity and deepen understanding.

Book Recommendations

The Cat Who Went to Heaven by Elizabeth Coatsworth: A beautiful story about a painter and
his encounters with a cat, exploring themes of compassion and the mystery of animal
behavior.
National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of Animals by Catherine D. Hughes: An engaging
introduction to animals, including sections on cats, that highlights their unique features and
habitats.
Pete the Cat: A Pet for Pete by James Dean and Eric Litwin: A fun story about Pete the Cat
getting a new pet, including elements of surprise and humor that resonate with young readers.
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