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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Identified and categorized different colors of Smarties to understand data collection.
Created a simple bar graph to represent the number of Smarties of each color, reinforcing
counting skills.
Compared quantities in the bar graph to deduce which color was most or least abundant,
enhancing comparison skills.
Learned about one-to-one correspondence by matching each Smartie to a bar in the graph.

Science

Explored the concept of sorting by grouping Smarties into color categories.
Discussed what the colors might represent in nature, encouraging understanding of natural
variations.
Observed physical properties of Smarties, stimulating curiosity about materials and their
differences.
Engaged in a simple hypothesis about which color might be the most common and tested it
through data collection.

Art

Used the colors of Smarties to express creativity through a visual representation of data.
Arranged Smarties in aesthetically pleasing ways before graphing, bridging art and math.
Explored patterns by creating designs with the Smarties, integrating visual arts with
mathematics.
Incorporated storytelling by imagining a narrative around the Smarties and their colors,
enhancing creative thinking.

Tips

To enhance learning, students could explore graphing with different kinds of snacks, such as fruits or
other candies. They could also investigate what's happening to the Smarties when left out in the sun,
connecting science with the graphing activity. Engaging in discussions about why data collection is
important and how it’s used in real life can reinforce their understanding. Working on a bigger scale
with group projects may further improve collaboration and social skills.

Book Recommendations

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle: A classic children's book that combines counting and
sorting with a delightful story about a caterpillar's journey.
Monster Math by Rebecca McGowan: An engaging story that introduces kids to basic math
concepts through colorful monster characters and activities.
Actual Size by Steve Jenkins: A visually stimulating book that helps children understand size
and comparison concepts through illustrations of various animals.
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