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Core Skills Analysis

Biology

Learned about different animal species and their habitats while designing distinct animal
enclosures.
Understood the importance of biodiversity through the selection and placement of animals in
the zoo.
Explored the needs of animals for space, food, and social interactions based on their species.
Developed empathy for wildlife by considering the animals' welfare in enclosure designs.

Mathematics

Applied basic arithmetic to calculate the area and materials needed for each enclosure.
Utilized measurement skills to ensure appropriate sizes for both animals and visitor pathways.
Implemented budgeting skills when planning for the gift store and ticket pricing.
Developed understanding of ratios to maintain an appropriate number of animals per
enclosure.

Design and Technology

Gained insights into architectural principles by designing animal enclosures and the gift store.
Developed problem-solving skills by addressing challenges in creating sturdy structures and
pathways.
Explored aesthetics by arranging enclosures logically and attractively for visitors.
Learned about the importance of functionality in design to facilitate guided tours.

Economics

Gained understanding of basic economic principles by setting ticket prices and managing store
inventory.
Explored the concept of supply and demand through the design of the gift store.
Examined the flow of money through ticket sales and the necessity of budgeting for zoo
operations.
Developed strategic thinking by planning events and promotions to increase visitor numbers.

Tips

To further enhance the child's learning experience, consider encouraging them to research real zoos
and their animal care practices. Discuss the importance of conservation and animal welfare in a real-
world context. Engage in DIY projects where they can create more detailed models or habitats.
Encourage them to map out a business plan for their zoo to learn more about financial literacy,
including budgeting, marketing strategies, and visitor engagement. Consider using educational
Minecraft mods that could introduce ecological concepts or allow for more complex designs and
challenges.

Book Recommendations

The Zoo Book by Gordon Korman: An engaging read about building and managing a zoo,
touching on the challenges and joys of caring for animals.
The Complete Guide to Building a Zoo by Alfred B. Johnson: A comprehensive guide detailing
the strategies and considerations involved in zoo design and management.
Conservation in Action: Zoos and Animal Welfare by Marilyn B. Robinson: Explores the role of
zoos in conservation efforts and animal welfare, ideal for understanding biological concepts
applied to real-life situations.
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