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Core Skills Analysis
Art

¢ Analyzed the architectural details and styles of Canterbury Cathedral, enhancing their
understanding of Gothic art.

¢ |dentified different artistic elements such as stained glass windows and sculptures, contributing to
their appreciation of artistic expression.

e Explored how art serves both functional and decorative purposes in a historical context.

¢ Discussed the role of murals and church art in telling biblical stories and history.

English

e Expanded vocabulary by learning specific terms related to architecture and history during the
visit.

¢ Engaged in descriptive writing by composing a personal reflection on the visit, focusing on
sensory details.

¢ Analyzed guide texts and information plaques, which enhanced reading comprehension skills.

¢ Participated in discussions about the significance of the Cathedral in literature and historical texts.

History

¢ Learned about the historical significance of Canterbury Cathedral as a pilgrimage site and its role
in English history.

e Studied the architectural evolution of the Cathedral over centuries, connecting it to different
historical periods.

¢ Discussed notable historical figures associated with the Cathedral, such as Thomas Becket,
thereby connecting history with personal stories.

¢ |Investigated the impact of major events, like the Reformation, on the Cathedral and its functions.

Math

¢ Engaged in measuring different sections of the Cathedral, improving their spatial awareness and
understanding of dimensions.

¢ Learned about angles and symmetry through the study of the Cathedral's architecture.

¢ Practiced data collection by estimating the height of the spires and calculating ratios related to
the structure.

¢ Explored patterns in stained glass designs, linking mathematical sequences to artistic elements.

Physical Education

¢ Participated in walking tours of the Cathedral grounds, fostering physical health and endurance.

¢ Improved coordination and balance while navigating the uneven surfaces and stairs within the
Cathedral.

e Engaged in group activities that encouraged teamwork, such as collaborative historical
presentations.

¢ Reflected on the importance of maintaining physical health as part of spiritual and historical
exploration.

Science

e Examined the building materials used in the Cathedral, understanding the science of architecture
and construction.
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¢ Learned about the environmental factors that affect historical buildings, such as weathering and

erosion.

¢ |Investigated how light interacts with stained glass, leading to basic principles of optics and color
theory.

¢ Discussed the biological aspects of preserving ancient buildings, including mold and decay in
materials.

Social Studies

¢ Explored communal aspects of the Cathedral as a gathering space for the local community
throughout history.

¢ Discussed the cultural significance of religious structures in shaping societal values and practices.

¢ Exdplored the role of Canterbury Cathedral in international pilgrimage and its impact on cultural
exchanges.

¢ Engaged in dialogues about the modern relationships between church and state as a result of
historical events.

Tips

To further enrich the child's learning experience, consider organizing a follow-up project where the
student can create a model or virtual representation of Canterbury Cathedral using Minecraft. This can
help reinforce concepts learned during the visit, such as architectural design, historical context, and
artistic elements. Additionally, encourage them to write a short story or poem inspired by their visit,
integrating new vocabulary and themes from their English studies. Field trips to other historical sites
can also be helpful for comparative studies.

Book Recommendations

e The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain: A classic tale of a young boy's adventures,
teaching lessons about friendship and adventure.

¢ Canterbury Tales for Kids by A. H. M. Wright: An adaptation of Chaucer's famous tales, made
accessible for young readers.

¢ A Brief History of the English Cathedral by Helen L. Rae: An informative book that explores the
development and significance of English cathedrals.
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