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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Learned about the significance of the Gateway Arch in American history as a symbol of
westward expansion.

¢ Discovered how the Arch is connected to the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark
Expedition.

¢ Explored the architectural design of the Arch and its representation of St. Louis's role in
American development.

¢ Understood the cultural and economic impact of the Arch on the city of St. Louis.

Mathematics

e Applied basic geometry principles to understand the shape and design of the Arch.

¢ Engaged in calculating the height and width ratios of the Arch to explore concepts of
proportionality.

¢ Practiced measurement by comparing the Arch's dimensions using scale models within
Minecraft.

¢ Observed the use of symmetry in the Arch's structure, reinforcing visual and spatial reasoning
skills.

Art and Design

e Explored the aesthetic appeal of the Arch through its sleek design and modern style.

¢ Incorporated elements of architecture and structural design in recreating the Arch within
Minecraft.

¢ Analyzed colors, lines, and shapes while experimenting with the visual representation of the
Arch.

¢ Reflected on how public art installations like the Arch contribute to the identity of a place.

Tips

To further enhance the child's learning experience about the Gateway Arch and related subjects,
consider organizing a field trip to the arch or a local museum that provides deeper insight into
American history and architecture. Encourage students to create a presentation or project that
includes additional research on historic landmarks, their design, and cultural significance.
Additionally, exploring various architectural styles through hands-on activities can strengthen their
understanding of the relationship between design and function.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Gateway Arch: A Biography by James G. Lee: A detailed account of the history and
significance of the Gateway Arch, including its construction and cultural impact.

¢ Lewis and Clark: Explorers of the American West by Cynthia O'Brien: An engaging narrative
about the famous expedition that explored the western territories and its ties to the Gateway
Arch.

¢ Architecture According to Pigeons by Jessica Lee: A fun and informative book that introduces
young readers to architectural concepts and the importance of landmarks.
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