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Core Skills Analysis

History

Understanding the conditions and daily life in Victorian-era workhouses.

Gained insights into the social issues and reforms of the Victorian period.

Learned about the impact of industrialization on society and the vulnerable populations.
Explored the contrast between wealth and poverty in the Victorian era.

Social Studies

Discussed the concept of social class and its influence on people's lives.
Identified the roles of charity and government in supporting the poor.
Examined the legacy of the Victorian workhouses in contemporary society.
Analyzed the importance of empathy and social responsibility.

Literature

¢ Introduced to Victorian literature themes, particularly around hardship and resilience.
¢ Explored narrative perspectives on poverty and class through selected readings.

¢ Analyzed characters that might have lived in workhouses, fostering deeper empathy.
¢ Encouraged to express their interpretations through creative writing.

Tips

To further enrich the child's understanding of the Victorian era and its social dynamics, consider
organizing activities around role-playing scenarios or reenactments of life in a workhouse. Parents or
teachers can use interactive storytelling or guided discussions to delve into the emotions and
experiences of that time. Additionally, integrating technology, like using Minecraft, to recreate a
Victorian workhouse can help children visualize historical details while encouraging collaborative
problem-solving and critical thinking skills.

Book Recommendations

¢ Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens: A classic novel that follows the adventures of a young orphan,
Oliver, as he navigates life in a workhouse and the streets of Victorian London.

¢ A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett: A heartwarming story of a young girl, Sara, who
faces hardships after her father’s death but maintains her resilience in a harsh environment
reminiscent of workhouse themes.

e The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett: This tale of transformation and healing
through nature provides insights into social class and personal growth, relevant to Victorian
ideals.
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