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Core Skills Analysis

Art and Design

Developed fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination through the widdling process.
Learned about shape transformation by altering the original stick into a desired form.
Gained an understanding of texture and surface manipulation, exploring how different angles
affect the easiness of carving.
Explored creativity in design by choosing unique patterns and features to add to the widdled
stick.

Science

Engaged in an introductory study of materials, learning how different wood types affect the
carving process.
Observed the physical properties of wood, including its density and grain, and how these
properties influence the tools used.
Examined the role of tools and safety measures in working with natural materials.
Developed an understanding of the environmental impact of using natural resources through
responsible sourcing.

Mathematics

Practiced measurement skills by determining the correct lengths and widths for the stick
before and after widdling.
Estimated angles and dimensions related to achieving specific shapes and patterns.
Applied concepts of symmetry and proportion while designing the stick, reinforcing geometric
understanding.
Used basic counting and fractions when planning out the design features to ensure balance
and aesthetics.

Tips

To enhance your child's learning experience, encourage them to explore similar activities such as
woodworking or crafting. You might set up a small project in which they also incorporate
measurements and designs inspired by nature. Additionally, discussions around the properties of
different types of wood and the importance of sustainability can foster a deeper understanding of
science. Incorporate Minecraft by having them create a virtual display of their widdled works to
connect their hands-on experience to digital design.

Book Recommendations

The Art of Widdling: Crafting Wood with Simple Tools by Clare S. Johnson: A guide for young
crafters filled with creative projects and tips for safely widdling.
Woodwork for Kids by Holly P. Bridges: A fun and informative book that introduces children to
woodworking concepts and projects.
Nature Crafts for Children by Mia Thompson: Encourages creativity with natural materials
through various crafty projects, including widdling.
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