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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

¢ Kaiden practiced basic counting skills by keeping track of the number of blocks used and removed
during the game.

¢ He explored concepts of balance and stability, recognizing how weight distribution affects the
Jenga tower's integrity.

» Kaiden applied problem-solving strategies by planning his moves to avoid toppling the tower.

¢ He practiced estimation skills by predicting which blocks would be safe to pull without causing
collapse.

Physics

e Kaiden learned about gravity and force as he observed how the blocks fell when the tower
collapsed.

¢ He experienced firsthand the principles of friction and stability, noticing how certain blocks
resisted movement better than others.

¢ Throughout the game, Kaiden could identify the center of mass and how it shifts with each move.

¢ He gained an understanding of equilibrium and how it is disrupted as blocks are removed.

Critical Thinking

¢ Kaiden developed strategic thinking by determining the best block to remove without causing the
structure to fall.

¢ He practiced decision-making under pressure, especially as the game progressed and the tower
became more unstable.

e The game encouraged Kaiden to assess risks versus rewards when deciding on his next move.

¢ He learned to reflect on the outcomes of his decisions after each game, considering what
strategies worked or failed.

Social Skills

¢ Playing Jenga with peers facilitated teamwork and turn-taking, enhancing Kaiden's ability to
cooperate with others.

¢ Kaiden experienced healthy competition, learning to cope with both winning and losing graciously.

e The game prompted communication among players, as they often discussed their strategies and
rallied each other.

¢ He began to appreciate social cues and body language, especially when fellow players reacted to
his moves.

Tips

Exploring Jenga can be enhanced by integrating mathematical concepts more deeply. Kaiden could
calculate the height of the tower as it progresses or track statistics of each game. Parents or teachers
might introduce physics experiments by creating variations of Jenga with different weighted blocks or
surfaces. Additionally, engaging Kaiden in group discussions post-game could further develop his critical
thinking and social skills. Rotating roles within the game, such as being the 'block master' who directs
play or keeps score, could also introduce new dimensions to the learning experience.

Book Recommendations

¢ Gravity and Me by David Adler: A fun exploration of gravity concepts through engaging stories and
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illustrations.

¢ Math Adventures: Jenga Edition by Laura Davis: An exciting book that incorporates math
challenges and games inspired by Jenga.

¢ The Science of Jenga: Building Blocks and Basics by Emily Chen: A kid-friendly guide to physics
principles using the Jenga game as a hands-on learning tool.
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