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Core Skills Analysis

Science

Cooper learned about the concept of solubility by observing how the skittles dissolved in water.
He explored the effects of color mixing as the dyes from the skittles combined, highlighting how
primary colors can create new colors.
The experiment introduced him to the scientific method; he was able to hypothesize what might
happen before conducting the experiment.
He developed observation skills by noting changes over time as the skittles interacted with the
water.

Mathematics

Cooper practiced measurement by using the water and perhaps counting the number of skittles
used in his experiment.
He engaged in basic addition by noticing the number of colors after the skittles melted and
combining them to see different outcomes.
He might have graphed the results or created a visual representation of color diffusion,
strengthening his understanding of data representation.
The activity provided a real-world application of concepts like comparison (more versus less) as he
could see the differences in color intensity.

Art

The vibrant colors of the skittles served as a visual inspiration for Cooper, sparking his creativity
and interest in art.
He could create art by dyeing paper or other materials with the colors from the skittles' solution,
allowing for exploration of color application.
Cooper practiced design principles by arranging the skittles and observing patterns, enhancing his
aesthetic appreciation.
The blending of colors in the activity could inspire him to experiment with mixing paints or crafting
vibrant artworks at home.

Tips

To further enhance Cooper's learning experience, consider integrating follow-up experiments that
deepen his understanding of liquid interactions by using other types of soluble items, such as sugar or
salt. You might also explore projects that connect these concepts to everyday life, such as discussing
how colors in food affect our choices. Additionally, introducing concepts like counting and sorting the
skittles before or after the experiment can reinforce mathematics skills. Engaging in discussions about
the scientific process and encouraging Cooper to ask questions will also promote critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

The Magic School Bus Explores the Senses by Joanna Cole: Join Ms. Frizzle and her class as they
investigate the five senses, related to exploration in fun science.
Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty: A charming story about a young girl with a curious mind and
her scientific adventures that encourage exploration and inquiry.
Color Wonder: A Skittle Science Adventure by Kristen Wiessner: A delightful story that combines
the fun of skittles and science, perfect for young readers to explore experimenting with colors.
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