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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

The child practiced counting as they moved their game pieces based on dice rolls, reinforcing
number recognition.
They began to understand the concept of addition and subtraction through calculating how many
spaces to move forward or back based on the game rules.
The game introduced the child to the idea of probability, as they learned about the chances of
rolling different numbers on the dice.
As they navigated the board, the child experienced an understanding of sequencing and position,
seeing how movements lead to different outcomes.

Social Skills

Through playing with peers or family, the child developed turn-taking skills, learning how to wait
for their turn and recognizing others' rights to play.
The game provided an opportunity for the child to practice communication, as they verbally
expressed their moves and interacted with their co-players.
They learned to cope with winning and losing, building resilience as they experienced both ends of
competition.
The activity supported the development of teamwork skills if played in pairs or groups, fostering a
sense of collaboration.

Critical Thinking

The child made decisions based on strategic moves, contemplating whether to take a risk jumping
onto a ladder or avoiding a snake.
They developed problem-solving skills when faced with unexpected outcomes, such as
encountering a snake and needing to adapt their plans.
The game encouraged foresight and planning, as the child calculated how to reach the end of the
board while considering potential setbacks.
As they observed how snakes and ladders changed their paths, the child learned to assess
different scenarios and their implications.

Tips

To enhance the child's learning experience, consider incorporating themes from Snakes and Ladders
into activities involving counting in real-world scenarios, like counting toys or snacks. Parents can also
introduce simple board games that require strategic thinking and social skills. To further explore the
concepts of chance and consequences, playing games in which the child can predict outcomes based on
prior experience, such as basic role-playing games in a Minecraft-style environment, would be
beneficial.

Book Recommendations

Snakes & Ladders: A Fun Game by Ladybird: An engaging picture book that introduces children to
the classic game of Snakes and Ladders with vibrant illustrations, promoting counting and number
recognition.
The Snakes and Ladders Adventure by Andy Griffiths: A playful story that brings the game to life,
following characters who navigate the board, fostering imagination and basic math skills.
Ladderman and the Snakes by Sammy Johnson: A delightful tale that teaches children about the
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ups and downs of life through the metaphor of a Snakes and Ladders game, enhancing social and
emotional learning.


