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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Soraya gained a historical understanding of the relationships between Aboriginals and
Makkasans, recognizing the importance of trade, cultural exchange, and mutual respect that
characterized these interactions.

¢ She learned about the impact of colonization on indigenous cultures, reflecting on how these
pre-colonial relationships shifted dramatically after 1770.

¢ The documentary provided insight into the rich history of both cultures, allowing Soraya to
appreciate the complexities and nuances of indigenous Australian history.

¢ By analyzing historical events presented in the documentary, Soraya developed critical
thinking skills which enabled her to question the traditional narratives often presented in
history classes.

Cultural Studies

e Soraya observed the cultural practices of the Aboriginal people and the Makkasans, developing
an understanding of their similarities and differences in traditions and beliefs.

¢ She learned about the significance of kinship and community ties within Aboriginal society, and
how these values influenced their interactions with visitors like the Makkasans.

e The documentary highlighted cultural resilience, showing how both groups maintained their
identities and traditions despite external pressures, which deepened her appreciation for
cultural diversity.

e Soraya gained insights into the importance of storytelling and oral traditions in preserving
history, allowing her to connect with the material on a personal level.

Geography

¢ Through the documentary, Soraya discovered the geographical context of the interactions
between Aboriginals and Makkasans, learning how proximity influenced trade and cultural
exchange.

¢ She was introduced to the concept of environmental stewardship practiced by Aboriginal
communities, illustrating how geography and cultural practices are interconnected.

¢ The activity enhanced her understanding of how geographical barriers and routes facilitated or
hindered relationships between different groups, shaping their histories.

¢ By learning about the diverse landscapes of Australia and Southeast Asia, Soraya was able to
appreciate the adaptive strategies employed by both cultures in relation to their environments.

Tips

To further enhance Soraya's learning experience, | suggest incorporating discussions about modern
implications of these historical relationships and encouraging her to think critically about how
histories are represented today. Engaging with local Aboriginal communities through workshops or
cultural events may provide her with a deeper understanding and personal connection to the topics
studied. Additionally, exploring other historical documentaries or resources could broaden her
perspective and enrich her knowledge base.

Book Recommendations

e The Amazing Age of John Roy Lynch by Chris Barton: A historical novel that offers insights into
the life of an African American born into slavery who becomes a politician in the post-Civil War
South, encouraging discussions about race and identity.

e QOur Stories: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories by Various Authors: A collection of
narratives from First Nations people that explore their histories, cultures, and perspectives,
enriching understanding of Aboriginal experiences.
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¢ Finding My Place by Susan Harris: A novel that follows the journey of a girl discovering her
identity and heritage, linked to her Aboriginal ancestry, promoting themes of connectivity and
culture.
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