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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ Wesley has gained insight into early American life, understanding the types of trades and
economies that existed in that historical context.

e The game encourages him to think critically about how trade influenced relationships between
different communities and social structures.

e Through gameplay, Wesley learns about resource management, which is crucial for
comprehending economic principles in social studies.

¢ He has developed an appreciation for the cultural and societal dynamics of early American life,
as he navigates through trade and barter.

Mathematics

¢ He has practiced basic arithmetic by adding and subtracting resources and points during game
play.

¢ Wesley is learning to manage quantities effectively, which enhances his understanding of
measurement and comparative values.

¢ The trading aspect of the game introduces him to concepts like ratios and proportions in a very
engaging way.

¢ He also gains experience in strategic planning as he calculates the best trades to maximize his
resources.

Critical Thinking

¢ Wesley is developing problem-solving skills as he encounters obstacles and makes decisions
on trades.

e He is learning to anticipate the moves of other players, fostering skills in strategy and
foresight.

¢ The need to evaluate trade-offs helps him enhance his decision-making abilities and weigh
benefits against costs.

e Through role-play, he is also developing empathy and understanding different perspectives in
negotiations.

Tips

To further enhance Wesley's learning experience, consider discussing the historical context of trades
and economies in early America. Organizing a follow-up project or a mini research task on a specific
trade or occupation from that era could deepen his understanding. Additionally, integrating math
games that involve trading concepts could reinforce his mathematical skills. Lastly, collaborating
with peers in group discussions about strategies in the game can foster better critical thinking and
social skills.

Book Recommendations

e The Great American Symbols by Kathy Wilmore: A fun exploration of significant American
symbols, ideal for understanding early American culture.

¢ If You Lived in Colonial Times by Anne Kamma: This book presents a whimsical look at life
during the colonial period, highlighting trades and daily living.

e Lemonade in Winter: A Book About Two Kids Counting Money by Emily Jenkins: A playful
narrative about two kids setting up a lemonade stand, integrating math concepts in a fun,
relatable way.
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