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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Ella gained insights into the historical events that shaped Key West, allowing her to connect
contemporary culture with its past.

¢ Through the ghost tour, she learned about folklore and local legends, enhancing her
understanding of how stories and history intertwine.

¢ Visiting the Shipwreck Museum helped Ella learn about maritime history and the economic
significance of shipwrecks to Key West's development.

e The experience encouraged critical thinking as she analyzed the reasons behind shipwrecks
and their impact on the island's history.

Geography

¢ Ella explored the geographical significance of Key West's location in the context of maritime
navigation and trade routes.

¢ She learned about the environmental aspects of the area, such as coastal ecosystems and how
they relate to historical shipwrecks.

¢ The ghost tour provided her with a physical understanding of the layout and landmarks of Key
West, contributing to her spatial awareness.

¢ Understanding the relationship between geography and history helped her appreciate the
influence of location on historical events.

Literature

¢ The narratives presented during the ghost tour allowed Ella to appreciate storytelling as a
means to convey history and culture.

¢ Listening to tales of shipwrecks and hauntings encouraged her to engage with the literature's
elements, such as plot and character development.

¢ She developed her interpretive skills by analyzing the tales in relation to the historical context
of Key West.

¢ This experience may inspire her to explore fiction and non-fiction books related to ghost stories
and maritime history.

Tips

To enhance Ella's learning experience, consider encouraging her to research the cultural significance
of ghost stories in various regions. Take the time to discuss the differences between fact and
folklore, fostering critical analysis of both. You could also introduce her to writing activities where
she creates her own ghost story based on her experiences. Additionally, visiting a local library or
online resources for further reading on maritime history and ghost stories could deepen her
understanding and interest.

Book Recommendations

¢ Ghosts of Key West by David L. Sloan: A captivating collection of ghost stories that reveal the
haunted history of Key West.

¢ Shipwrecks of the Florida Keys by Darlene K. O’Connell: This book explores the stories behind
famous shipwrecks in the Florida Keys, combining history and adventure.

e The Haunting of the Virginia Estate by Rachel W. Turner: A thrilling story for young readers
that blends mystery and ghostly tales with history.

Learning Standards

e 5S.5.A.1.1 - Explain the impact of historical events on the development of Florida
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e 55.5.G.1.2 - Describe how the physical environment influenced the development of Florida
¢ LA.5.1.6.1 - Analyze how authors use narrative techniques to convey experiences and events.
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