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Core Skills Analysis

Literature

The character development in Moana 2 reflects the importance of resilience and teamwork, as
Moana and her crew work together to face various challenges.
Themes of exploration and courage are evident throughout the plot, allowing students to
analyze how these elements drive the narrative forward.
The use of mythical elements, such as the storm god Nalo and the demigod Maui, provides a
rich opportunity for students to engage with cultural stories and their significance.
Students can identify the conflict resolution methods displayed by Moana as she confronts her
fears and learns the value of seeking help from others.

Social Studies

The film highlights the connection between culture and community through Moana's journey
to restore Motufetu, emphasizing the importance of cultural heritage.
It illustrates the significance of oceanic navigation in Polynesian culture and provides a
platform for discussions on ancient ways of life and modern implications.
Moana's quest can be viewed as a metaphor for environmental stewardship, allowing
discussions about resource conservation and its impact on communities.
The dynamic between characters, such as Maui and Nalo, opens up dialogues about
leadership, power struggles, and the impact of choices on society.

Music

The return of original composers strengthens students’ understanding of how music
contributes to storytelling in animated films.
Students can explore how different musical elements and song structures in Moana 2 enhance
emotional engagement with the characters' journeys.
The integration of new songs alongside classic themes provides an opportunity to analyze
music evolution and its role in character development.
Exploring the themes of songs in Moana 2 can foster discussions about the power of music as a
storytelling tool across different cultures.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, I suggest encouraging students to create their own
storyboards inspired by Moana 2, focusing on character development and plot structure. Parents
and teachers can facilitate discussions on the cultural elements presented in the film and compare
them to real-world examples. Exploring the music through performance or composition can also
deepen their understanding of how music and storytelling interconnect.

Book Recommendations

Moana: The Graphic Novel by Disney Books: Experience the adventure of Moana in this
illustrated graphic novel that brings to life the journey of a determined young woman.
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer: A story of
innovation and perseverance that teaches young readers about the importance of
resourcefulness and teamwork.
A Is for Adventure: Moana's Alphabet Book by Disney Book Group: Join Moana and explore the
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vibrant world of Polynesia through an engaging alphabet journey that introduces key elements
of the story.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 - Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 - Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.9 - Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics
(e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.


