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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

e Students practiced counting as they measured and cut different lengths of balloons based on the
instructions.

¢ They developed an understanding of basic geometry by creating shapes such as circles and
animals through their balloon designs.

¢ The activity incorporated problem-solving skills as students adjusted their techniques when
balloons popped or did not inflate properly.

e Through the creation of balloon animals, students found a practical application for concepts like
estimation and spatial awareness.

Language Arts

¢ Following step-by-step instructions helped enhance students' reading comprehension and the
ability to follow directions accurately.

¢ Students expanded their vocabulary by learning specific terms related to balloon twisting and
animal names throughout the process.

¢ The activity encouraged children to describe their creations verbally, fostering oral communication
skills.

¢ They also practiced narrative skills by recounting the process and sharing their experiences with
peers, reinforcing storytelling abilities.

Fine Arts

¢ Creating balloon animals allowed students to explore their creativity and express their artistic flair
through design.

e The activity improved fine motor skills as students manipulated the balloons and twisted them
into shapes.

¢ Engaging with colors and patterns during the balloon selection introduced foundational concepts
of visual arts.

¢ Students experienced a sense of accomplishment and pride in their creations, promoting
emotional expression through art.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, | suggest incorporating additional exploration of balloon
physics by discussing why balloons float or how air pressure works in creating shapes. Consider allowing
students to collaborate and create a story about their balloon animals, which would combine their
narrative skills with art. Additionally, introducing a design challenge that requires students to innovate
by creating their own unique balloon animal designs can encourage critical thinking and problem-
solving.

Book Recommendations

¢ Balloon Animals: 25 Awesome Animals to Twist! by Aaron P. Franz: A comprehensive guide to
making various balloon animals with step-by-step instructions suitable for beginners.

e The Complete Balloon Animal Book by M. J. Munselle: This book provides a wide range of balloon
animal designs, perfect for kids to expand their skills and creativity.

e Balloon Magic: 25 Easy-to-Make Balloon Animals and Dolls by Diana Kimball: A fun introductory
book on creating balloon animals, featuring easy-to-follow instructions and various designs.
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.4: Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts.

e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.G.A.1: Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes, and
describe the relative positions of these objects.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.CC.A.1: Count to 100 by ones and by tens.
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