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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

¢ The student demonstrated proficiency in basic arithmetic by calculating total amounts for
property purchases and rent payments.

e They learned about financial literacy as they managed their in-game currency, reinforcing
concepts such as budgeting and resource allocation.

e The game provided a practical application of probability when determining the likelihood of
landing on specific properties based on dice rolls.

e Through trading properties, the student explored variables in negotiation strategies, enhancing
their understanding of value and risk.

Economics

¢ Students were introduced to the concept of supply and demand when they assessed the
desirability of properties based on location and game dynamics.

¢ They experienced firsthand the effects of competition and market control, understanding how
monopolies can influence pricing and resource availability.

¢ The strategic aspect of the game helped them grasp key principles of investment, such as
returns on investment compared to risks associated with property maintenance.

¢ The concept of opportunity cost became clear as they had to make choices about property
purchases and resource management.

Social Studies

e Through the game's themes, students learned about historical context and urban development
reflected in the names of properties and their significance.

e The game encourages social interaction, helping them develop negotiation and communication
skills when trading or forming alliances.

e Connecting the game’s mechanics with real-life economic scenarios helped students
understand community dynamics and financial systems.

¢ They observed the effects of wealth distribution, as some players accumulated wealth while
others faced challenges due to debt.

Critical Thinking

¢ The decision-making process during the game required them to analyze opponents' strategies
and adapt their own plans accordingly.

e They practiced foresight by evaluating potential future moves based on current board positions
and resources available.

¢ The game fostered problem-solving skills as they navigated challenges, such as encountering
the 'Go to Jail' space and finding strategies to recover.

¢ Reflecting on game outcomes allowed them to assess their strategies, learning from both wins
and losses.

Tips

I recommend encouraging the student to further explore financial literacy by discussing budgeting in
real-life scenarios or setting up a simple savings plan. Additionally, bringing in real estate concepts,
such as researching local markets or visiting various neighborhoods, can enhance their
understanding of economics. Incorporating technology by using educational apps or online
simulations akin to Monopoly could also enrich their learning experience.
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Book Recommendations

¢ The Monopoly Companion by Philip E. Orbanes: This comprehensive guide offers strategies,
history, and tips for playing Monopoly, suitable for young enthusiasts.

¢ The Game of Life by J. D. McGowan: An engaging story that combines elements of finance and
decision-making, similar to Monopoly, aimed at teaching children about life choices.

e The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith: While not directly about
Monopoly, this book incorporates themes of negotiation and problem-solving through the
journey of a detective agency.

Learning Standards

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.0A.B.3 - Analyze patterns and relationships
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.5.NBT.A.1 - Understand the place value system
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.6.EE.C.9 - Use variables to represent numbers
CCSS.SOCIALSTUDIES.5.5.8 - Understand the economic factors influencing decision-making
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