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Core Skills Analysis

History

Learned about resource management, understanding how historical societies relied on trade
and agriculture for survival.
Gained insight into settlement patterns and how geography affects economic decisions,
echoing historical land use.
Recognized the importance of alliances and conflict, relating to historical events where
cooperation and competition shaped societies.
Explored the concept of progress over time, paralleling historical advancements that led to
modern civilization.

Math

Engaged in basic arithmetic through resource counting and trading, developing skills in
addition and subtraction.
Utilized probability and chance when rolling dice, learning how outcomes can affect strategies
and choices.
Practiced spatial reasoning by visualizing settlements and road placements on the board.
Tracked resource accumulation, enhancing understanding of concepts like total, sum, and
differences.

Social Studies

Developed teamwork skills by negotiating trades with peers, embodying social interaction
principles.
Explored the significance of community through building settlements together, linking to civic
engagement concepts.
Discussed how different strategies reflect diverse cultural practices in resource allocation and
societal roles.
Analyzed conflict resolution when competing for resources, mirroring social structures in
communities.

Tips

To further enhance learning opportunities, consider discussing the historical context of resources
utilized in the game, exploring trade routes akin to those in history. Parents or teachers can
encourage children to create their own board game scenarios based on real-world geography or
history, fostering creativity and deeper understanding of resource management. Additionally,
support deeper math engagement by allowing children to log their trades and outcomes in a math
journal, reinforcing their arithmetic skills in a fun and interactive way.

Book Recommendations

The Great Race: The Story of the 1904 Olympic Marathon by Richard Durbin: A fun and
engaging tale that explores themes of competition and perseverance, paralleling the strategies
used in Catan.
Math Curse by Jon Scieszka: An entertaining adventure that shows how math can be found in
everyday life, similar to the math concepts learned in Catan.
If You Lived Here: Houses of the World by George Ancona: A look at how geography influences
the human experience, relating to settlements and resources in Settlers of Catan.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9: Integrate information from two texts on the same topic to write or
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speak about the subject knowledgeably.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.OA.C.5: Generate and analyze patterns in arithmetic for use in
problem-solving.
CCSS.SS.4.3.2: Explain the influence of geography on historical trade and settlement patterns.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.NF.B.4: Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication to
multiply a fraction by a whole number.


