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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The student learned about the contributions of women in science through the life and work of
Jeanne Villepreux-Power, understanding the importance of diversity in scientific discovery.
They explored the concept of marine biology and ecology, specifically focusing on Villepreux-
Power's studies on marine organisms and their habitats.
The activity prompted critical thinking regarding the scientific method, as the student reflected
on how Villepreux-Power conducted her experiments and observations.
The student gained insight into historical context, analyzing how societal attitudes towards
women in science have evolved and the challenges Villepreux-Power faced.

History

The exploration of Jeanne Villepreux-Power's life illustrated the intersection between history
and science, showcasing how individual contributions shape scientific progress.
The student learned about the time period in which Villepreux-Power lived, enhancing their
understanding of historical events and societal norms of the 19th century.
The importance of context in understanding historical figures was highlighted, prompting
discussions on how Villepreux-Power's background influenced her scientific pursuits.
The activity allowed for a comparison between historical and modern-day scientists, fostering a
deeper appreciation for advancements in gender equality in STEM fields.

Literature

The student developed an understanding of narrative structure by examining how Villepreux-
Power's story can be told in various formats, from biographies to children’s books.
They were encouraged to engage in creative writing by composing a short story or poem
reflecting on Villepreux-Power's contributions, enhancing their expressive language skills.
The student analyzed the themes of perseverance and curiosity in literature, connecting these
motifs to Villepreux-Power's own scientific journey.
Engaging with different literature about scientific figures allowed the student to practice
critical reading skills through summary and analysis.

Tips

To enhance the child's learning experience related to Jeanne Villepreux-Power, encourage them to
conduct their own mini-research project on a marine organism similar to those studied by Villepreux-
Power. Parents and teachers can support this by providing resources such as online databases or
access to local aquariums and science museums. Additionally, discussions about current female
scientists can illuminate ongoing contributions to float this subject further and stimulate interest in
STEM fields.

Book Recommendations

Ocean Giants: The World of the Whale by Thea Feldman: This book dives into the lives of the
world's largest creatures, offering insights into marine biology and conservation.
Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World by Rachel Ignotofsky: This
illustrated book highlights the contributions of female scientists throughout history, including
their challenges and successes.
Who Was Jeanne Villepreux-Power? by Dana Meachen Rau: A compelling biography that
introduces young readers to the life of the marine biologist who made significant contributions
to science.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Ocean+Giants%3A+The+World+of+the+Whale
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Women+in+Science%3A+50+Fearless+Pioneers+Who+Changed+the+World
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Who+Was+Jeanne+Villepreux-Power%3F
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Learning Standards

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) MS-LS1: From Molecules to Organisms: Structures
and Processes
Common Core State Standards CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Social Studies Standards: NCSS.D2.HIS.2.6-8: Evaluate the significance of a historical event in
the context of the development of a historical narrative.


