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Core Skills Analysis
Art

¢ The student demonstrated creativity while exploring various shapes and colors using magnetic
tiles.

e They practiced spatial awareness by manipulating tiles to create three-dimensional structures.

¢ The activity encouraged the development of fine motor skills as the child connected tiles.

¢ The student engaged in problem-solving when figuring out how to balance and integrate different
shapes.

English

The child enhanced vocabulary by describing their creations and possibly naming their structures.
They built narrative skills by creating stories around the structures they built.

The student practiced following verbal instructions when directed on how to build specific shapes.
e Engagement in the activity offers opportunities for practicing communication skills with peers or
adults.

History

¢ The student may have explored the concept of architecture and historical structures by creating
them.

e Through constructing various shapes, they could gain insights into how different cultures build
their structures.

¢ This activity can lead to discussions on the evolution of building materials over time.

¢ Creating models could spark interest in historical landmarks and their designs.

Math

¢ The activity involved counting tiles as they built, reinforcing number recognition.

¢ The student explored geometric shapes, enhancing their understanding of concepts like symmetry
and angles.

¢ They practiced measurement concepts by estimating how many tiles they would need for
particular shapes.

¢ Building structures helps the child grasp basic principles of addition and subtraction through
combining tiles.

Physical Education

The student engaged in fine motor movements that are crucial for physical development.
Moving and placing magnetic tiles develops hand-eye coordination and dexterity.

The activity can promote persistent focus and concentration - key skills for physical activity.
Experimenting with stability in structures relates to balance seen in physical activities.

Science

¢ The activity supports understanding of basic engineering and physics concepts such as balance
and gravity.

¢ Through experimentation, the child learns about matter when they explore the properties of
magnetic tiles.

¢ The student engages in inquiry-based learning while figuring out which shapes are most stable.

¢ They can also explore symmetry and patterns through their construction of various shapes.
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Social Studies

Building different structures encourages understanding of community spaces and infrastructure.
The child can discuss the social function of buildings and how they serve communities.

Creating models may spark interest in how neighborhoods are structured.

The student might connect their creations with cultural landmarks from different places.

Tips

To further enhance the child's learning experience, encourage them to explain their creations to others
to improve their narrative and communication skills. You can also introduce simple books or videos
about architecture and different cultures to expand their knowledge. Encourage them to explore which
structures are strong and why, fostering a deeper understanding of physics and engineering concepts.
Consider integrating elements of play, such as creating a 'building competition' with peers, promoting
social interaction and cooperative learning.

Book Recommendations

e The Three Little Pigs by James Marshall: This classic tale engages children in the concepts of
building materials and structure stability.

¢ Rosie's Room by Bea Miller: A story that showcases different creative spaces along with an
exploration of shapes and colors.

¢ What Do You Do With an Idea? by Kobi Yamada: This inspirational book encourages children to
explore their ideas creatively, fostering imaginative thinking.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.G.A.1 - Describe objects in the environment using names of shapes and
their relative positions.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.5 - Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to
provide additional detail.

e CCSS.SS.K.1 - Identify individual rights and responsibilities as a member of your family, school,
and community, relating to structures.
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