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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ The student learned about the historical significance of Machu Picchu as an Incan citadel and its
role in the history of Peru.

e Through building the structure, the student developed an understanding of ancient civilizations
and their architectural achievements.

¢ The activity encouraged research into the cultural, geographical, and social aspects of the Incas
and how they shaped their environment.

e The student explored the concepts of preservation and heritage related to historical sites,
fostering an appreciation for cultural landmarks.

Art and Design

¢ The student honed their skills in spatial awareness and design principles while recreating the
intricate structures of Machu Picchu.

e They were encouraged to express creativity through the selection of materials and design
aesthetics in the Minecraft environment.

¢ The process involved problem-solving regarding how to represent different architectural features
accurately, promoting critical thinking.

¢ The use of color, texture, and composition in building the representation enhanced their artistic
expression and understanding of visual arts.

Mathematics

¢ The student applied measurement skills to create proportions and dimensions that reflect the
actual size of Machu Picchu.

e Working in a grid format in Minecraft gave the student an opportunity to practice geometry and
spatial reasoning.

¢ The activity fostered an understanding of scale, area, and perimeter, as they calculated
dimensions for buildings and pathways.

¢ They also engaged in pattern recognition while replicating the layout of terraces and structures.

Technology

¢ The student gained hands-on experience with Minecraft, enhancing their familiarity with digital
tools and software.

¢ This activity fostered an understanding of how technology can be used creatively to simulate real-
world structures.

e By troubleshooting issues while building, the student developed critical thinking and problem-
solving skills in a technology context.

¢ The collaborative aspect of Minecraft allows for teamwork and communication, essential skills in
today's tech-driven world.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, parents and teachers can encourage the student to conduct
a detailed research project about Machu Picchu, diving deeper into its history and significance.
Supplementing the Minecraft building with drawing or painting tasks could also enrich their artistic
understanding. Involving hands-on geometry activities and scale modeling can help solidify
mathematical concepts. Lastly, consider organizing a presentation where the student can showcase

January 17, 2025 - Page 1 of 2



Building Machu Picchu in Minecraft: A Creative Journey Through History, Art, Math, and Technology / Subject Explorer /

LearningCorner.co

their Minecraft project, explaining the historical and cultural context to peers or family members,
fostering communication skills.

Book Recommendations

e Machu Picchu: The Story of the Lost City by Wendy L. M. H. K. West: This beautifully illustrated
book explains the history of Machu Picchu and its importance to the Incan civilization.

¢ Minecraft for Kids: An Ultimate Beginner's Guide by David K. Smith: An engaging introduction to
Minecraft that encourages creativity and exploration for kids.

e The Inca Empire: A History from Beginning to End by Mark Lewis: A kid-friendly account of the rise
and fall of the Inca Empire, perfect for young history buffs.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain
how they support the main idea.

¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.G.A.1 - Understand that shapes in different categories may share
attributes and that the shared attributes can define a larger category.

e CCSS.ART.1.C.1 - Explore the use of varied media and techniques in creating artwork.

¢ |STE Standard 4 - Students demonstrate critical thinking in a variety of ways in their use of
technology.
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