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Core Skills Analysis
Design and Technology

¢ The student gained practical skills by manipulating recyclable materials to construct the
digestive system model, promoting hands-on learning.

¢ Jake learned to evaluate the properties of different found objects, identifying which materials
best represented parts of the digestive system.

¢ The activity enhanced problem-solving abilities as the student navigated challenges in
assembling the model effectively.

¢ Collaboration skills were fostered through working with a partner, discussing ideas, and
sharing tasks to create a comprehensive model.

Science

¢ The activity provided a tactile experience that helped the student understand the key
functions of each part of the digestive system.

¢ Jake encountered biological concepts such as the roles of the stomach and intestines,
translating abstract terms into relatable physical representations.

e Working on the model encouraged the student to make connections between the structure of
the digestive system and its function, enhancing comprehension.

e The use of recyclable materials sparked curiosity about environmental sustainability and its
relationship with scientific processes.

Tips

Encourage Jake to explore additional features of the digestive system, like enzymes and bacteria, by
conducting simple experiments or researching their roles. Suggest that he creates a presentation or
a digital model alongside his physical one to enhance understanding further. Additionally, consider a
field trip to a local science exhibit where he can see models and systems in action.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Digestive System: A Kid's Guide by Donald K. Kachiro: This book provides a simple,
engaging introduction to the human digestive system using colorful illustrations and clear
language, making it suitable for young learners.

¢ Recycling and Reusing: A Guide for Kids by Lara Lutz: An excellent resource that teaches kids
about the importance of recycling through fun projects and creative ideas, linking
environmental awareness to everyday actions.

e Science Experiments with Food by Catherine Ripley: A collection of fun experiments using
common foods which can help kids understand biological concepts, including digestion,
through practical activity.

Learning Standards

¢ ACARA Design and Technologies: Investigate and Generate Ideas (DT2-2)
¢ ACARA Science: Biological Sciences (SC5-1)
e ACARA Sustainability: Explore the Sustainable use of Resources (SUS3-7)
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