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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ The student developed an understanding of the social structure of the Aztec civilization,
including the roles of kings, priests, and commoners.

¢ They learned about the agricultural practices of the Aztecs, specifically the use of chinampas
for farming in a lake environment.

¢ The student explored different aspects of Aztec religion, including gods, rituals, and the
significance of human sacrifice in their culture.

e They analyzed the impact of European conquest on the Aztecs, discussing both the immediate
effects and long-term consequences of colonization.

Geography

¢ The student identified important geographical features of the Aztec empire, such as the
location of Tenochtitlan and its relationship to lake systems.

¢ They learned how the topography of central Mexico influenced the Aztec lifestyle, including
trade routes and territorial expansion.

¢ The relationship between the Aztecs and their environment was analyzed, particularly their
adaptation to the semi-arid climate of the region.

* They examined maps to understand the territorial boundaries of the Aztec empire compared to
modern-day Mexico.

Art
¢ The student investigated Aztec art, including intricate designs found in pottery and sculpture,
which reflect their religious beliefs and nature.
¢ They explored the significance of textiles in Aztec culture and how fabric patterns conveyed
status and identity.
¢ The student practiced creating Aztec-inspired art projects, developing their skills in geometric
patterns prevalent in Aztec designs.
¢ They collaborated in group projects to design murals that depict Aztec mythology, enhancing
their understanding of visual storytelling.
Tips

To enhance the learning experience regarding the Aztecs, consider organizing a field trip to a local
museum that features Mesoamerican artifacts or an interactive workshop on Aztec art techniques.
Encouraging students to research further on topics like Aztec innovations, such as their calendar
system, will deepen their understanding. You could also integrate technology by utilizing educational
apps or websites that provide virtual tours of ancient civilizations, engaging students in a more
dynamic way.

Book Recommendations

e City of the Gods: Mexico's Ancient Aztec Civilization by Elizabeth Mann: A compelling overview
of the Aztec civilization, exploring their history, culture, and monumental achievements
through engaging narratives.

e The Lost Aztec Treasure by Mimi McCoy: A thrilling adventure story that introduces readers to
the rich history of the Aztecs while maintaining suspense and excitement.

e Aztec Empire: The Toltec Legacy by Allan Cole: This book provides an in-depth look at the
Aztec empire, detailing its foundations, cultural achievements, and impact on modern Mexico.

January 21, 2025 - Page 1 of 2


https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=City+of+the+Gods%3A+Mexico%27s+Ancient+Aztec+Civilization
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Lost+Aztec+Treasure
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Learning Standards

e ACARA History: Understanding of historical concepts, including cause and effect.

¢ ACARA Geography: Understanding of geographical features and their impact on human
interaction.

e ACARA Arts: Investigation and interpretation of artworks to understand societal beliefs and
values.

January 21, 2025 - Page 2 of 2



