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Core Skills Analysis

World History

The student has gained an understanding of the impact of industrialization in America,
recognizing how key figures shaped the nation’s economic landscape.
They learned about the narratives of historical figures like Andrew Carnegie and John D.
Rockefeller, exploring their business practices and socio-economic impacts.
By observing the rivalry and collaboration among these men, the student has engaged with
themes of innovation and competition that drove American industrial growth.
The documentary introduced the student to the concept of American exceptionalism,
illustrating how the actions of individuals can influence the broader course of history.

Tips

To enhance the learning experience, parents can encourage their child to delve deeper into the
historical context by researching the social and economic conditions during the Gilded Age. Engaging
in discussions about the ethical implications of the actions taken by these industrialists could provide
a richer understanding. Additionally, organizing a research project on lesser-known figures from the
period could foster critical thinking and analytical skills.

Book Recommendations

Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller, Sr. by Ron Chernow: A comprehensive biography of John
D. Rockefeller, detailing his life and the rise of the American corporate environment.
The Everything American History Book by Albert S. Lindemann: An engaging overview of
American history that includes details about the Gilded Age and influential industrialists.
Carnegie: The Richest Man in the World by Peter Krass: This book traces the life of Andrew
Carnegie, from his humble beginnings to becoming one of the wealthiest individuals in history.

Learning Standards

Analyze the roles and impacts of individuals in U.S. history (CCSS.USH.9-12.9)
Evaluate the causes and effects of industrialization on the American economy
(CCSS.USH.9-12.8)
Understand the significance of innovation and entrepreneurship throughout U.S. history
(CCSS.USH.9-12.7)
Interpret primary and secondary sources to question historical narratives (CCSS.USH.9-12.1)
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