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Core Skills Analysis
Literature

¢ The student engaged critically with the themes of chivalry and idealism in 'Don Quixote',
understanding Cervantes' commentary on societal norms.

e Through discussing 'A Knight's Tale', the student analyzed the narrative structure and
character development, particularly how Chaucer's influence on modern storytelling is evident.

¢ The juxtaposition of different literary styles between Cervantes and Chaucer helped the
student appreciate the evolution of narrative techniques in medieval literature.

e The exploration of irony and humor in both texts allowed the student to recognize how satire is
used to critique social conventions.

History

¢ The student gained insights into medieval society, including the roles of knights and the
cultural significance of chivalric ideals emphasized in both 'A Knight's Tale' and 'Don Quixote'.

e By comparing the historical context of Cervantes and Chaucer's works, the student developed
an understanding of how the socio-political landscape influenced literature during their
respective periods.

¢ Discussions about the concept of knighthood and its portrayal in literature provided the
student with a clearer understanding of medieval values and how they have persisted or
transformed over time.

¢ The student explored the intersection of history and literature, examining how the themes of
honor and duty remain relevant in today’s society.

Cultural Studies

¢ The student explored the cultural impact of both authors on their respective societies,
recognizing Cervantes' and Chaucer's roles as social commentators.

¢ Through discussions about the different portrayals of masculinity and heroism, the student
learned about varying cultural ideals across Spanish and English literature.

¢ By analyzing the humor and satire in the narratives, the student developed a better
understanding of cultural self-critique and the role of the author in reflecting societal flaws.

e Exploring adaptations in movies and modern literature based on these works helped the
student appreciate the continuing relevance of these medieval themes in contemporary
culture.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, | suggest that parents or teachers encourage students
to participate in reading circles or discussions about adaptations of these texts. Watching film
adaptations and comparing them to the original works could also enrich their understanding.
Additionally, students might benefit from researching the historical context in more detail or even
creating their own modern adaptations of the stories, enhancing creativity and comprehension.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman by Laurence Sterne: A novel rich in
humor and digression, which plays with narrative conventions in ways reminiscent of
Cervantes and Chaucer.

¢ The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer: This collection of stories showcases various
aspects of medieval society, providing context and depth to Chaucer's world.

¢ Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes: A classic novel that explores the adventures of an
idealistic knight and comments on the nature of reality versus illusion.
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Learning Standards

e ACELT1631: Analyze how language features, including figurative language, are used to
develop meaning in literary texts.

e ACHASSK139: Identify and explain the differences and similarities between past and present
social norms in various cultures.

¢ ACAMARO036: Develop cultural understanding and respect through the study of diverse
literature.
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