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Core Skills Analysis

Art

The student enhances their observational skills by closely studying the unique features of a
toucan, such as its beak and plumage.
They learn about color mixing and application, choosing vibrant shades that resemble the
toucan's colorful feathers.
This activity fosters fine motor skills as the student practices control while drawing and
possibly using materials like pencils or crayons.
Additionally, the student engages in creative expression, allowing their personal style to shine
through in their interpretation of the toucan.

Biology

The student gains an understanding of biodiversity by recognizing the toucan as a distinct
species within the tropical ecosystem.
They may learn basic anatomical features of the toucan, such as identifying the adaptation of
its large beak.
The activity can introduce conversations about bird habitats and diets, expanding their
knowledge of wildlife.
Furthermore, the student can explore the role of toucans in their environment, such as seed
dispersal, enhancing their awareness of ecological balance.

Geography

The student develops geographical awareness by connecting the toucan to its native habitats
in Central and South America.
They learn about the importance of tropical rainforests and their ecosystems, engaging with
notions of conservation.
The drawing can lead to discussions about climate conditions necessary for toucans to thrive.
Additionally, this activity facilitates mapping skills, prompting students to locate the regions
where toucans are found.

Tips

To further enhance the learning experience, consider integrating discussions around the toucan’s
environment and behavior to deepen the student's understanding of biology and geography.
Encourage them to research additional birds or species found in the same habitat, fostering cross-
disciplinary connections. Providing a variety of materials, such as pastels or watercolors, can also
allow for exploration of different artistic techniques, enhancing their creative process in art.

Book Recommendations

Tropical Rainforest Birds by Alexandra K. Martin: A visual guide that explores the diverse
species of birds found in the tropical rainforests, including the toucan.
Drawing Birds: How to Draw and Paint Birds in Watercolor by David Hayward: An instructional
book that provides techniques for drawing and painting birds, aimed at both beginners and
experienced artists.
The Toucan: Facts and Photos by Katherine H. Zweifel: An engaging book that highlights
interesting facts about toucans along with stunning images to inspire young readers.

Learning Standards

Art: KS1 Art and Design 1 - Students should be able to use a range of materials creatively to
design and make products.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Tropical+Rainforest+Birds
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Drawing+Birds%3A+How+to+Draw+and+Paint+Birds+in+Watercolor
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Toucan%3A+Facts+and+Photos
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Biology: KS2 Science - Understanding living things and their habitats, including adapting to
environmental conditions.
Geography: KS2 Geography - Locational knowledge about the continents, countries, and
significant natural environments.


