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Core Skills Analysis

Art

Oliver has gained an understanding of various art styles through his exploration of self-
portraits, demonstrating creativity by interpreting his own image using objects as mediums.
He has learned to manipulate different materials effectively, showcasing fine motor skills in
arranging and composing elements within his artwork.
Through experimenting with self-portraits, Oliver has enhanced his visual literacy, allowing him
to communicate his identity and feelings artistically.
By creating multiple self-portraits, he has developed an appreciation for diversity in artistic
expression, recognizing that different styles can convey unique perspectives.

Tips

To further enrich Oliver's learning experience, I suggest introducing him to a variety of cultural art
traditions that emphasize self-portraiture. Engaging in discussions about famous artists and their
styles could ignite his inspiration. Additionally, creating a collaborative self-portrait using a large
canvas could help develop teamwork skills while enhancing his artistic understanding. Encouraging
him to reflect on each piece he creates by writing a short description of his thoughts could also
deepen his engagement and comprehension of his own work.

Book Recommendations

The Art Lesson by Tomie dePaola: A story about a young boy who dreams of being an artist
and learns about different art styles in his classroom.
Self-Portrait with Three Dogs by Margaret Atwood: This book explores the artistic process of
creating a self-portrait, highlighting the use of imagination and diverse techniques.
My Many Colored Days by Dr. Seuss: An imaginative exploration of colors and emotions,
encouraging young readers to express themselves artistically.

Learning Standards

MD Visual Arts Standard 6.0: Students will demonstrate the ability to create works of art that
communicate their feelings and ideas.
MD Visual Arts Standard 4.0: Students will analyze the influence of visual arts on society and
history, exploring self-portraiture as a reflection of identity.
MD Visual Arts Standard 2.0: Students will demonstrate the ability to use a variety of materials
and techniques in creating artwork.
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