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Core Skills Analysis

Science

The student learned about equine biology by observing the horse’s anatomy, such as
understanding where muscles and bones are located beneath the skin.
Grooming activities helped reinforce concepts of animal care, including the importance of hygiene
and how it impacts a horse's health and well-being.
The student observed the relationship between grooming tools and their purpose, as well as how
different types of brushes cater to various tasks (e.g., removing dirt vs. smoothing the coat).
Through practical experience, the child understood concepts of resonance and vibration by
noticing how the horse reacts to different grooming pressures.

Physical Education

The student developed motor skills through the physical act of grooming, enhancing coordination
and timing while applying pressure with brushes.
By implementing a routine grooming process, the student practiced sequencing and organization,
crucial elements in physical activities.
The activity also highlighted strength and endurance as the child needed to use physical force to
groom larger areas of the horse's body effectively.
The child learned the importance of balance and posture while grooming, enabling them to
engage their core muscles and maintain stability.

Art and Design

Through observing the horse's coat variations and colors, the student developed an appreciation
for aesthetic qualities in animals, linking to art concepts.
The student can express creativity by deciding on grooming patterns or techniques, bridging
artistic choices with practical application.
Grooming a horse entails attention to detail, providing an opportunity to cultivate precision in
their artistic endeavors, such as drawing or painting.
The child was involved in selecting grooming tools based on colors and designs, merging design
and function in a unique way.

Tips

Engage your child with additional learning opportunities by organizing visits to local stables or equine
therapy centers. This experience can deepen their understanding of horse care and the roles of different
professionals in this field. You might also consider introducing them to animal anatomy books or
documentaries that detail how various breeds are cared for differently. Encouraging journaling about
their experiences can further enhance their observational skills and foster a love for writing alongside
their interest in horses.

Book Recommendations

The Horse Encyclopedia by Elwyn Hartley Edwards: A comprehensive guide that introduces
various horse breeds, grooming techniques, and horse care basics for young readers.
Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry: A classic novel about a young girl's love for horses,
offering insights into caring for and understanding these beautiful animals.
Horse and Pony Care by Julie D. Cannon: A practical guide that covers everything a young rider
needs to know about caring for horses—grooming, feeding, and exercising.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Horse+Encyclopedia
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Misty+of+Chincoteague
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Horse+and+Pony+Care
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Learning Standards

Science: ACSSU211 - Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them
survive in their environment.
Physical Education: ACHPES011 - Participate in physical activities and understand the importance
of safety and physical skills in these activities.
Art and Design: ACAVAM111 - Explore ideas and improvisation in art-making.


