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Core Skills Analysis
Critical Thinking

¢ The student has improved their ability to identify and match related concepts through the
matching game, enhancing their associative thinking skills.

¢ They developed a strategy for comparing and contrasting different ideas, which promotes
deeper cognitive engagement with the material.

¢ The game encouraged the student to contemplate why certain items matched, fostering a
mindset of inquiry and reasoning.

¢ As the student played, they also practiced problem-solving by attempting different
combinations and learning from mistakes.

Cognitive Skills

¢ Engaging in the matching game improved the student's memory retention as they had to recall
information to successfully match pairs.

¢ The visual and interactive nature of the game helped strengthen focus and attention, critical
components of cognitive development.

¢ The activity necessitated quick thinking and decision-making, aiding in the refinement of their
cognitive flexibility.

¢ The student experienced reinforcement of logical sequencing as they organized thoughts to
find matches, a foundational cognitive skill.

Social Skills

¢ If played with peers or family, the game allowed the student to practice communication skills
while explaining their thought process to others.

¢ The interaction promoted cooperation and turn-taking, helping to develop essential social
interaction skills.

¢ The game presented opportunities for the student to learn conflict resolution when faced with
disagreements about matches or strategies.

¢ By engaging socially with others during the game, the student enhanced their ability to work in
team settings, crucial for future collaborative learning.

Tips

To enhance the student's learning experience, consider expanding on the concepts through group
discussions about the matches made, encouraging them to articulate their reasoning and explore
alternative connections. Incorporating a variety of matching games that tap into different subjects
such as vocabulary or mathematics can provide a well-rounded cognitive approach. Additionally,
integrating technology by using educational apps that feature matching games could further engage
the student. Further exploration might include a reflective exercise where the student writes down
what strategies helped them succeed or areas where they struggled, promoting self-awareness and
critical thinking.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin: A clever mystery that requires logical thinking and
matching clues to solve a puzzle, ideal for developing critical thinking skills.

¢ The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster: A whimsical journey that encourages creative
thinking and problem-solving as the main character encounters unique characters and
challenges.

e Math Curse by Jon Scieszka: A playful exploration of math concepts through a storyline that
encourages students to think critically about everyday math problems.
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Westing+Game
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Phantom+Tollbooth
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Math+Curse
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Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of
conversations and collaborations with diverse partners.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to
make logical inferences from it.

¢ CCSS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
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