Exploring Language and Creativity Through 'The Gruffalo's Child' Musical / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

Core Skills Analysis
Activity

Attended the musical, “The Gruffalo’s Child” at Cleveland Playhouse. Here is a summary from the
program: “The Gruffalo said that no Gruffalo should ever set foot in the deep dark wood... Follow the
Gruffalo’s Child on her adventurous mission in Tall Stories’ enchanting adaptation of the much-loved
picture book by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler. One wild and windy night the Gruffalo’s Child
ignores her father’'s warnings about the Big Bad Mouse and tiptoes out into the night. She follows
snowy tracks and encounters mysterious creatures - but the Big Bad Mouse doesn’t really exist...
does he? Let your imagination run wild with songs, laughs and scary fun for everyone aged 3 to 103.
A musical adaptation of the book The Gruffalo’s Child © Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 2004 -
Macmillan Children’s Books Recommended for ages: 3-8 Running time: 60 minutes”

Core Skills Analysis
Language Arts

¢ Henry was introduced to narrative structure through the storyline of 'The Gruffalo's Child',
enhancing his understanding of beginning, middle, and end in a story.

e The musical experience provided opportunities for Henry to connect vocabulary with context,
as he related words to the actions and emotions depicted on stage.

¢ Henry practiced listening skills by following the dialogue and songs, promoting his ability to
comprehend verbal instructions and storytelling.

Theater Arts

¢ Henry was exposed to live performance, enhancing his appreciation for theater and the art of
storytelling through acting and music.

e The musical format offered an understanding of various theatrical elements such as costumes,
set design, and stage presence, fostering a sense of creativity.

e Participating in this event sparked Henry's imagination as he engaged with the characters and
the adventure, which is fundamental to dramatic arts.

¢ The communal experience of watching the musical likely reinforced his social skills, as
interacting with other audience members promotes collaboration and shared enjoyment.

Social-Emotional Learning

¢ The theme of overcoming fears, as portrayed by the Gruffalo's Child facing the Big Bad Mouse,
helps Henry explore and understand his own insecurities.

e Through the character's journey, Henry learned about empathy by observing the interactions
between the characters, fostering his ability to relate to others' feelings.

e The show’s playful yet thrilling atmosphere likely prompted Henry to explore concepts of
bravery and curiosity in a safe environment.

¢ Henry's engagement with the performance offered him a chance to reflect on friendship and
familial bonds, as he processed the parent-child dynamic presented in the story.

Tips

To further enhance Henry's learning experience, parents and teachers can encourage discussions
about the characters and the moral lessons showcased in the story of 'The Gruffalo’s Child.’
Engaging him in a conversation about which character he identified with the most and why can
deepen his understanding of personal feelings and relationships. Additionally, reading the original
book and comparing it to the musical may provide valuable insights into adaptations and creative
expressions. Creativity can be further sparked through arts and crafts by making character puppets
or drawing scenes from the musical.
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Book Recommendations

e The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson: Follow the story of a clever mouse who uses his wits to scare
off potential predators in this delightful picture book.

e Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson: A fun and adventurous tale of a kind witch and her
animal friends who come together to defeat a fearsome dragon.

¢ Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak: This classic story follows Max as he sails to the
land of the Wild Things, exploring themes of imagination and adventure.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3 - Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using
key details.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about kindergarten topics and texts.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7 - With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.10 - Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding.
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