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Core Skills Analysis
Mathematics

¢ Rory demonstrated an understanding of distance by recognizing that 10,000 meters equals 10
kilometers, showcasing his ability to convert between units of measurement.

e He applied problem-solving skills when calculating the amount of coal needed for his journey,
demonstrating mathematical reasoning in a real-world context.

¢ Rory utilized basic addition and subtraction when managing his resources, such as selling
zombies and purchasing coal, which reinforces financial literacy.

e Through interactions with online players, he practiced strategic calculations, predicting how
much coal he might need based on different scenarios in the game.

History

¢ The game setting of 1899 America encourages Rory to engage with historical concepts, such
as the expansion westward and the use of steam trains during that era.

¢ He gained insight into American life and culture of the time through the game’s narrative
elements, which may prompt questions about historical accuracy and everyday life.

¢ Rory’s encounter with bandits and law enforcement in the game mirrors historical societal
issues, allowing him to ponder moral dilemmas and justice in history.

¢ By playing with other users, discussions may arise about the historical context of the American
West, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Communication Skills

¢ Rory effectively communicated strategies to both family members and online players,
enhancing his verbal skills and ability to explain complex ideas simply.

¢ He showcased teamwork by collaborating with other players, which improved his cooperative
skills, essential for social and academic settings.

¢ Through strategizing and sharing tips online, Rory developed active listening skills, gaining
insights from others which enhance critical thinking.

¢ His engagement in discussions about game mechanics helps develop his persuasive skills, as
he must convincingly share strategies to achieve cooperation.

Tips

To enhance Rory's learning experience, consider encouraging him to document his gaming sessions,
analyzing his strategies and outcomes in a reflective journal. This will not only reinforce his math
skills through record-keeping but also enhance his writing and communication abilities. Additionally,
introducing elements of research related to the historical context of the game can deepen his
understanding of the era. Other activities could include creating a visual presentation on steam
trains in history or organizing a creative storytelling workshop where he can narrate his adventures
in the game.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Great Train Robbery by Michael Crichton: A thrilling adventure about a robbery on a
moving steam train in the Victorian era, blending history and suspense.

e Zombies vs. Unicorns by Holly Black and Justine Larbalestier (Editors): A collection of stories
exploring the fantasy elements of zombies and other creatures, perfect for Rory's interests.

¢ Stowaway on the Titanic by Ellen Emerson White: A historical fiction novel about a young boy's
adventure on the Titanic, involving elements of historical travel and adventure.
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Learning Standards

¢ Mathematics: Mastery of units of measurement (NC 2014 Mathematics - Year 6)

¢ History: Understanding of historical timelines and contexts of the Victorian Era (NC 2014:
History - Key Stage 2)

e Communication Skills: Development of speaking and listening competencies in collaborative
environments (NC 2014: English - Spoken Language)
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